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NARRATIVE 


Wu ATE VER difference of ſentiment may prevail, with regard to 
the juſtice and policy of a Revolution, more aſtoniſhing in its origin, more 
intereſting in its progreſs, and more important in its conſequences, than any 
which the page of hiſtory can preſent to the eye of Philoſophy ; but one 
opinion, we truſt, can obtain on the ſubjett of an event which has excited 
mingled ſenſations of indignation and horror throughout all the countries 
of Europe.—A Monarch ſacrificed to the deſigning arts of a deſperate 
faction, or the mad zeal of a miſguided multitude, exhibits an awfully- 
inſtructive ſpectacle to mankind : a ſpectacle which, while it rouſes all the 
generous feelings of our nature, impels our judgment to extraordinary ex- 
ertions ; and renders the heart the monitor of the mind. 


To enter upon any diſcuſſion of the merits of the French Revolution, 
would be foreign from the purpoſe of a Narrative, meant only to compriſe - 

a ftatement of facts, perſonally relating to the unfortunate Lewis, during 
the laſt eighteen months of his exiſtence. Such a diſcuffion, too, would 

lead me greatly to exceed the limits preſcribed to a publication like the 
preſent : It will form the ſubject of the laſt Volume of my General Hiſtory 

of France, where the riſe, progreſs, and effects of the Revolution, with 
eeuery circumſtance, either intimately or remotely connected with that im- 
portant and intereſting event, derived from ſources of intelligence the moſt 
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4 A NARRATIVE OF THE TRANSACTIONS 


copious and authentic—ſources hitherto unexplored by the hiſtorian—will 
be duly inveſtigated and amply detailed. 


The ſpeech of the King, on the opening of the States-General, in the 
ſpring of 1789, unequivocally proclaimed the affeftion he bore to his ſub- 
jets; and his ſubſequent attempts, at the inſtigation of Neckar, to promote 
a conſolidation of the three orders into one, which tended to facilitate the 
fubverſion of the rights and privileges of the nobility and clergy, and 
conſequently to effect a diminution of his own influence, ſufficiently proved 
how much he had the tranquillity of his kingdom at heart. But candour 
muſt ſuperinduce the acknowledgment, that he was frequently debarred 
from the free enjoyment of thoſe privileges, and the free exerciſe of thoſe 
rights, which, according to the new order of things, he was allowed to 
retain; and that after his removal from the palace of Verſailles to the 
priſon of the Tuilleries, he laboured under reſtraints, from which the 
meaneſt ſubje& in his dominions was exempted, and which equally mili- 
tated againſt the ſpirit and letter of the law. It will eaſily be conceived, 
that, to a mind unaccuſtomed to controul, a ſituation thus irkſome muſt 
appear inſupportable ; and Lewis, accordingly, reſolved to ſeek, in the 
ſecure retreat of a diſtant fortreſs, that freedom which he could not hope 
to enjoy in the heart of his capital. 


As foon as this reſolution was adopted, the neceflary means for putting 
it in execution were prepared, and a proclamation was drawn up, in the 
King's name, addreſſed to his ſubjects, containing the motives of his conduct, 
and a juſtification of the meaſure he had been induced to purſue. He 
obſerved, that he had made every ſacrifice, with a view to promote the 
re-eſtabliſhment of order and happineſs; and, could he have ſucceeded in the 
attainment of an object ſo deſireable, would the deprivation of his perſonal 
liberty, which for a period of ny months he had ſuffered without 


repining, | 


| RELATING TO LEWIS THE SIXTEENTH. 6 
repining, have extorted from him the ſlighteſt murmur of diſcontent. But 
finding that all the ſacrifices to which he had ſo chearfully conſented had 
only tended to expoſe his perſon to the moſt imminent danger, and to pro- 
duce the annihilation of royalty, the invaſion of private property, the ex- 
tenſion of anarchy throughout the empire, and the deſtruction of all lawful 
authority, he was compelled to the adoption of a different line of conduR. 


Adverting to his removal from Verſailles, in October 1789, he remarked, 
that at that period crimes of the higheſt magnitude were ſuffered to paſs 
with impunity in the capital, whither he was transferred: that the apart- 
ments deſtined for his reception in the Tuilleries were deſtitute, not only of 
every accommodation to which he had been accuſtomed in the other places 
of his reſidence, but even of thoſe comforts which perſons in moderate cir- 
cumſtances are enabled to enjoy : that he had been forced to diſmiſs his 
body guards, of whoſe fidelity and attachment he had repeatedly received 
the moſt unequivocal proofs: that two of theſe unhappy men had been 
maſſacred, and many of them wounded, in executing the orders he had 
given them—not to fire: that every artifice had been employed by the fac- 
tious to traduce and calumniate his royal conſort, whoſe conduct was ex- 
emplary : that he himſelf had been expoſed to the dangerous machinations 
of his enemies, being forcibly ſurrounded by perſons whoſe principles he 
ſuſpected, and deprived of the command of the troops appointed to guard 
his palace. 


After ſtating the inſults and dangers to which his perſon had been ex- 
poſed, he proceeded to expatiate on the unjuſt invaſion of his power and 
prerogatives. He maintained, that he was totally excluded from the con- 
ſtitution, by the deſtruction of his right to ſanction conſtitutional acts; by the 
latitude of interpretation aſſumed in the arrangement of ſuch acts; and by 
the limitation of his veto to the period of the third legiſlature. He obſerved, 

that 
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that he had been deprived of the unalienable patrimony of his anceſtors, 
and that the few domains of which he was yet allowed the temporary uſe, 
were clogged with reſtriftions that diminiſhed their value and importance. 
He maintained, that he had no ſhare in the formation of laws; and that the 


only privilege he enjoyed was, that of defiring the National Aſſembly to 


take particular objects into conſideration. In the adminiſtration of juſtice, 
his authority was confined to the payment of the ſalaries of the judges, and 


to the nomination of commiſſaries, whoſe powers were extremely circum- 


{cribed. He complained, that the moſt enviable of all his prerogatives, the 
privilege of pardoning criminals, and commuting their puniſhments, had 


been wreſted from him, to the diminution of the majeſty of the throne, 


which the people had been accuſtomed to conſider as the center of good- 
neſs and beneficence. 


+ Alluding to che defects of the new ſyſtem of government, he averred, that 


the lawful power of the miniſters had been diverted from its natural chan- 
nel, and uſurped by Clubs, compoſed of perſons ſtyling themſelves Friends 
to the Conſtitution, who controlled the acts of the legiſlature, and governed 
the kingdom with abſolute ſway : that though he had been declared ſu- 
preme Head of the army, the whole buſineſs of the war department was 


excluſively tranſacted by committees of the National Aſſembly: that 
though he had been allowed the privilege of nomination to certain places, 


his appointments had experienced oppoſition ; and general officers choſen 


by him had been diſmiſſed, becauſe his choice had offended the clubs. 


He complained of the neglect of the Aſſembly in matters of finance; aſ⸗- 
ſerting, that they waſted in hypothetical calculations that time which ought 
to be devoted to the adoption of ſalutary regulations; while the taxes were 
greatly in arrears, and the reſource of twelve hundred millions of aſſignats 
was nearly exhauſted. He maintained, that the power granted by the law to 


the 
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the agents of the King had been virtually deſtroyed by the tyrannical conduct 


of the reigning party; that the Aſſembly exceeded the bounds of their au- 
thority, and exerciſed, by their committees of reſearch, the moſt barbarous 
acts of deſpotiſm. He obſerved, that the clubs of © Friends to the Conſti- 
% tution” had erected corporations infinitely more dangerous than thoſe 
which had been overturned; deliberating on every part of the government, 
and exerciſing a power ſo very preponderant, that all bodies of men, not 
excepting the National Aſſembly itſelf, were ſubject to their orders. He la- 
mented the perpetuation of anarchy by the daily publication of calumnious 
pamphlets, circulated by thoſe clubs; while the Aſſembly, confining its 
attention to the eſtabliſhment of a metaphyſical government, impoſſible in 
its execution, did not dare to apply a remedy to ſuch diſorders. 


He aſked his people whether they expetted ſuch conduct from their repre- 
ſentatives; and whether it was their wiſh, that the deſpotiſm of Clubs ſhould 
effect the abolition of Monarchy, under which the nation had flouriſhed 
for the long ſpace of fourteen hundred years? He appealed from his fac- 
{ious to his faithful ſubjects; and recapitulated the inſults he had ſuſtamed, 
and the indignities he had ſuffered ſince his arrival at the metropolis. He 
obſerved, that an innocent perſon had been murdered in the gardens of his 


palace, and almoſt in his preſence, while all thoſe who made religion or the 


throne the object of their ridicule, or the ſubject of their cenſures, received 
the higheſt honours : that when his aunts were going to Rome, they were 
repeatedly ſtopped on the road, in direct violation of the declaration of 
rights, until the pleaſure of the National Aſſembly was known; while his 


own orders incurred nothing but diſobedience and contempt : that in a 


commotion at Vincennes, thoſe who had aſſembled about his perſon to afford 
him protection, were maltreated, and their arms taken from them in his pre- 
ſence: that, on his recovery from an indiſpoſition, he wiſhed to go to St. 
Cloud, from motives of devotion; but his journey was ſtopped by the inter- 
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ference of one of the clubs, who laid violent hands on his attendants, and 
compelled him to return to his priſon. 


| A He concluded his proclamation, by exhorting the inhabitants of Paris to 
WT miſtruſt the ſuggeſtions of faction, and to return to their King, who would 
become their friend, whenever they ſhould be brought to revere their holy 
religion, whenever the government ſhould be fixed upon a firm foundation, 
and liberty eſtabliſhed on a baſis not to be ſhaken. 


» 


Every preparation for his departure being completed, the King, in the 
night of the twentieth of June 1791, left the Tuilleries, accompanied by 
the Queen, the Princeſs Royal, the Dauphin, Madame Elizabeth (liſter to 
Lewis) and Madame Tourzelles, governeſs to the Princeſs, with a view to re- 
pair to Montmedy, a ſtrong fortreſs in the duchy of Luxembourg, formerly 
poſſeſſed by the Spaniards, but ceded to the French by the treaty of the Py- : 
renees, in 1657. The Marquis de Bouille, an officer who commanded, dur- 
ing the laſt war, the French forces in the Weſt Indies, where he was equally 
diſtinguiſhed for humanity and courage, had ſtationed detachments of horſe 
on the road, in order to facilitate the evaſion of his Sovereign, and to pro- 
tet him from moleſtation or inſult. 


The Royal Family paſſed unnoticed, until their arrival at St. Menehoud, 
in the evening of the twenty-firſt; where, as they were ſtopping to change 
horſes, they were recognized by Drouet, maſter of the poſt-houſe, who had 
formerly been a private dragoon in the regiment of Conde. With the 

Queen's face he appears to have been well acquainted, and the reſemblance 
of the King's to his effigy on the aſſignats was too ſtriking to be miſtaken : 
the detachment of horſe, which eſcorted the carriages, confirmed this man in 
his opinion; and he immediately reſolved to take proper meaſures for pre- 

venting Lewis and his family from completing their journey. 
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RELATING TO LEWIS THE SIXTEENTH. 9 
No ſooner had the carriages proceeded on their road, than Drouet, ac- 
companied by one Guillaume, mounted his horſe, and, by ſtriking acroſs 
the country, contrived to reach Varennes before the Royal Family. The 
night was dark, and far advanced, and all the inhabitants had retired to reſt. 
The firſt ſtep taken by Drouet and his companion was to overſet a loaded 
waggon, which they found on the bridge of Varennes, over which the King 
muſt paſs on leaving that town, ſo as to ſtop up the paſſage. He then 
communicated his diſcovery and intentions to the maſter of an inn, the pro- 
cureur Hyndique, and the mayor. of the place. The alarm being given, a 
ſufficient number of perſons was ſpeedily aſſembled; who ſtopped the car- 
riages the moment they arrived, and applied to the perſons within for their 
paſſports. A paſſport was accordingly produced by the Queen, granted 
to the Baroneſs de Korff, and authoriſing her and her attendants to repair, 
unmoleſted, to Frankfort. Being duly ſigned, ſome were of opinion that 
the travellers ſhould be ſuffered to proceed; but the civil magiſtrate inter- 
fered, and obſerved, that the obſtruction to their paſſage, and the report 
which prevailed in the town, ſhould induce them to alight at his houſe; 
to which, after ſome heſitation, they conſented. 


Meanwhile, a detachment of Huſſars arriving, ſeveral pieces of cannon 
were placed in the ſtreet by the inhabitants, near the houſe where the 
King was, and before which the horſe drew up. The procureur told the 
Huſſars, it was ſuſpected the King was the perſon who had alighted there; 
and he expreſſed his conviction, that they were too good citizens to favour 
his eſcape. The Huſſars were commanded by an aid-du-camp of the Mar- 
quis of Bouille ; who being aſked by the King when they ſhould proceed 
on their journey, replied, that he only waited for his Majeſty's orders. 


The unhappy Monarch, being now conſcious that he was known, threw 
himſelf into the arms of the municipal officer, and exclaimed— It is true, 
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© I am your King! Reiterated threats have compelled me to fly from the 
© capital. I came into the country with a view to place myſelf in the midſt 
* of my faithful ſubjetts.—I can ſtay no longer in Paris, without expoſing 


* myſelf and my family to certain death.” He embraced all who ſtood 


near him, and earneſtly conjured, them to let him depart. With equal 
earneſtneſs they urged him to remain ; but a ſtrong ſenſe of the danger he 
ſhould incur by his return to the metropolis, led him to reject their ſolicita- 
tions, with more firmneſs than was conſiſtent with the general pliability of 
his diſpoſition. 'The Queen being equally apprehenſive—and how far her 
apprehenſions were founded in Juſtice, the ſubſequent events have too fa- 
tally proved—Lewis perſiſted in his reſolution of proceeding to Montmidy ; | 
declaring, at the ſame time, that he had not the ſmalleſt intention of leaving 
the kingdom. | 


During this time, a great number of the National Guards had aſſembled ; 
and as the Huſſars endeavoured to approach the houſe where the King was, 


they were told by the perſons within, that if they perſiſted in their reſolu- 


tion of taking him from them, they, at leaſt, ſhould not have him alive. 
Theſe conſiſtent patriots thus evinced a determination of preventing their 
Sovereign even by the commiſſion of murder from exerciſing a privilege, 
the deprivation of which the meaneſt individual among them would have 
regarded as an att of inſupportable tyranny. If it be urged, that the ex- 


ertion of that privilege, in the preſent inſtance, might have been produc- 


tive of great public inconvenience; I muſt aſk, whether the maſter of a poſt- 


houſe, a country attorney, and an officer of militia, were competent to de- 
cide on the probability of ſuch an event? If on ſuch grounds invaſions of 


privilege and violations of law may be tolerated, freedom muſt ſtand on a 


very ſandy baſis, ſince the moſt deſpotic exertions of power may be eaſily 
juſtified. 


The 
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The commander of the National Guards, encouraged by the ſmall num- 
ber of the enemy, after removing the cannon to ſuch a ſituation as placed 
the Huſſars between two fires, boldly ſummoned them to diſmount. M. Jou- 
glas, who commanded the detachment, refuſed to obey this peremptory or- 
der; obſerving, that he and his troop would guard the King: but he was 
told by the other, that the National Guards would take that office upon 
themſelves, and that they wanted no aſſiſtance. Finding his orders and 
threats alike diſregarded, this officer of militia commanded his men to pre- 
pare for action: a ſhort ſkirmiſh enſued between him and M. Jouglas, dur- 
ing which the Huſſars remained wholly inactive, and at laſt ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be diſarmed. The King,” ſaid Drouet, in his account to the 
National Aſſembly, was then made a priſoner.” 


All the oppoſition which the King could now make, was of little avail : 
his orders were diſregarded, his prayers rejected, and his ſolicitations treated 
with contempt: the cup of perſecution was filled to the brim, and he was 
deſtined to drink, till it was dry. The arrival of an aid-du-camp to the 
Marquis de la Fayette accelerated his departure. The carriages were 
guarded by a numerous eſcort of N ational Guards ; and people flocked 
from all quarters, to behold the novel ſight of a monarch conveyed, in a 
ſtate of captivity, to his capital. Soon after they left Montmidy, a detach- 
ment of the Royal Germans appeared on the ſummit of a mountain, pre- 
pared to reſcue their Sovereign; but the immenſe numbers by which he 
was ſurrounded, deterred them from the fruitleſs attempt, which could only 
have tended, by the ſacrifice of their lives, to encreaſe the poignancy of 
their maſter's feelings. 


As ſoon as the King was ſtopped at Varennes, one of the dragoons im- 
mediately left the place, and haſtened with the intelligence to the Marquis 
B 2 of 
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of Bouille, who, at five o'clock, began his march to Stenay ; and when he 
had advanced a part of the way, he made known the object of his journey 
to the Cavalry under his command. Having received the moſt poſitive 
| aſſurances of their readineſs to follow him wherever he ſhould lead them, 
he diſtributed two hundred louis among them, and purſued his march, 
with a fall determination to effett the reſcue of his Sovereign, or periſh in 
the attempt: but the humanity of Lewis prevented the completion of his 
purpoſe. Apprized of Bouille's intention, the King diſpatched a meſſen- 
ger, with poſitive orders to forbear the attempt. © I would rather ſubmit 
© to any hardſhips myſelf,” ſaid the worthy Monarch, * than be the cauſe 
* of ſhedding a ſingle drop of the blood of my ſubjects. Firmneſs, in this 
inſtance, would have tended more effectually to ſerve the cauſe of humanity, 
than ſuch ill-timed forbearance : but though we may pity the want of fore- 
fight it diſplayed, we cannot but honour the heart whence iſſued ſuch gene- 
rous ſentiments. | 


But this noble conduct, on the part of the King, was but ill requited by 
the treatment he experienced on the road to Paris. Every ſcheme which 
the ingenuity of malice could ſuggeſt, appears to have been adopted, for the 
purpoſe of increafing the horror of the journey. Surrounded by an almoſt 
impenetrable phalanx of National Guards, in every town through which the 
Royal Captives paſſed, the ton (fire-bell) was rung; and as the peaſants 
thronged from all quarters to learn the cauſe of the alarm, they were told 
that the enemies of the ſtate had ſet the country on fire. The paſſions of this 
miſguided multitude were thus artfully inflamed ; and, as their numbers 
continually encreaſed, the King was juſtly alarmed for his perſonal ſafety, 
The guards, who marched on either fide of the carriage, pointed their muſ- 
quets towards the boſom of the Queen; who, on this trying occaſion, diſ- 
played the coolneſs and magnanimity of a heroine: while her ears were 
| allailed 
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aſſailed with the moſt horrid oaths and imprecations, and with language 
the moſt groſs, vulgar, and obſcene, actuated by the true ſpirit of Chriſtianity, 
her only reply was I will pray to God to render you happy.” 


Not far from this ſcene of inſolence and ingratitude, lived a worthy gen- 
tleman, diſtinguiſhed for his loyalty, his patriotiſm, and honour : never was 
a braver ſoldier, nor a more affectionate huſband, a more tender parent 
never had the child of misfortune a more feeling patron—never had the 
poor a more generous benefattor—never had mankind a more ſteady friend 
than the Count of Dampierre. Hearing that his Sovereign was ſurrounded 
by a ferocious mob, he thought the preſence of a loyal chevalier might af- 
ford him ſome ſmall conſolation. Impreſſed with this 1dea, he flew towards 
the King he loved: his anxiety, the ſorrow depitted in his countenance, 
the exclamations which burſt from his lips, all combined to betray his ten- 
derneſs for the object he revered. In the opinion of the National Guards, 
no puniſhment was too ſevere for a crime of ſuch magnitude : immediately 
the fatal word—the word of proſcription—Ariſtocrat / was pronounced by 


a thouſand voices; twenty muſquets were diſcharged in an inſtant, and as 


many bayonets plunged into the body of this unfortunate victim of loy- 
alty ; while his clothes were torn into a thouſand pieces, and as many 
wretches were diſputing for them, with as much eagerneſs as if the ſcarf of 
Bayard had been the object of their conteſtation. As the Count fell, Lewis 
the Sixteenth was heard to exclaim—* This is the greateſt misfortune 1 
have yet experienced!” One of the aſſaſſins had the aſſurance to carry 
his croſs of Saint Lewis to the Mayor of Paris, who coolly referred him to 


the Committee of Reſearches, at the National Aſſembly; where he preferred 


his claim to reward for the murder he had committed. 


On the evening of the twenty-fifth of June, the Royal Family reached 


Paris, and were conducted to their apartments in the Tuilleries. . The 
moſt 
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moſt peremptory orders had been previouſly iſſued, that no mark of re- 
ſpect whatever ſhould be paid to the King; and ſo ſtrictly were theſe or- 
ders enforced, that a member of the National Aſſembly had nearly been 
maſſacred for refuſing to keep his hat on his head while his Sovereign 
paſſed through the gardens of the Tuilleries. 


The King's body guard was diſbanded, immediately after his return, by 
an order of the National Aſſembly, and another guard placed at the pa- 

lace, to watch his motions, but not to be ſubject to his commands. On the 
twenty-ſixth, three Commiſſioners, choſen by the Aſſembly, waited on the 
King, in order to learn from himſelf the particulars of his eſcape. 


After obſerving, that he had no intention of ſubmitting to interrogato- 
ries, though willing to gratify the wiſhes of the National Aſſembly, Lewis 
repeated the ſubſtance of the Memorial he had drawn up previous to his 
evaſion from Paris. While he proteſted that he ſhould never be afraid to 
make the public acquainted with the motives of his conduct, he aſſigned, 
as the cauſe of his departure, the threats denounced, and outrages com- 
mitted, againſt his family and perſon, on the eighteenth of April preceding, 
when a popular commotion had taken place in the capital : the ſubſequent 
publication of inflammatory libels, which, though calculated to produce a 
renewal of the ſame violent ſcenes, were ſuffered to paſs with impunity, he 
mentioned, as an additional reaſon for believing that his further ſtay in Paris 
would neither be conſiſtent with propriety, nor compatible with his perſonal 
ſafety. | 


He renewed his declaration, that he had never any intention of quitting 
the kingdom, meaning only to retire to Montmidy ; the ſtrength of whoſe 
fortifications would afford him protection, while its vicinity to the frontiers 
would have facilitated the means of oppoſing any invaſion that might have 
8 been 
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been proj efted by the enemies of France. In proof of this aſſertion, he 


cited the ſmallneſs of the ſum he had provided for his expences, not 


amounting, in the whole, to three thouſand pounds ſterling, more than two 
thirds of which conſiſted of aſſignats. 


He obſerved, that he had made no other pretext than what was con- 
tained in his Memorial, which did not attack the principles of the conſtitu- 
tion, but the form only. The obſervations he had occaſion to make dur- 
ing his journey, had convinced him, that the public opinion was decidedly in 


favour of the conſtitution, a fact which he did not believe it poſſible to 


eſtabliſh from the conduct of the Pariſians alone. Convinced of the ne- 
ceſſity of giving force to the eſtabliſhed powers, he no ſooner became ac- 
quainted with the general will, than he made, without heſitation, thoſe ſa- 
crifices which the welfare of the people—the invariable object of his wiſhes 


—required of him: and he expreſſed his willingneſs to eonſign to obli- 


vion all paſt injuries and inſults, in order to ſecure the peace and tranquillity 
of the nation. 


On quitting the King's cabinet, the Commiſſioners repaired to the 
Queen's apartment, who confirmed the account given by her Royal Con- 
ſort. She declared, that the King having adopted the reſolution of leaving 
Paris with his children, nothing in nature could have deterred her from ac- 
companying him; and ſhe appealed to her conduct for the two preceding 
years, as affording a ſufficient proof, that no earthly conſideration could in- 
duce her to quit him : ſhe was further confirmed in her determination to 
follow her huſband, from her confidence and perſuaſion, that he would never 
leave the kingdom; and had he even been inclined ſo to do, all her influ- 
ence would have been exerted to prevent him. She proteſted, that none 


of the attendants had been apprized of their intentions, or were acquainted 


with the object of their journey, or the place of their deſtination. 
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While the Aſſembly were employed in dehberation on the meaſures ne- 
ceſſary to be adopted on the preſent occaſion, the King, anxious to re- 
move all doubts that might ſubſiſt with regard to the ſincerity of his de- 
claration, ſent a letter to the Preſident, in which he obſerved, that having 
learned that ſeveral officers who had left the kingdom, had invited the ſol- 


diers of the regiments to which they formerly belonged, by circular letters, 


to follow their example, and join them; and that, with a view to induce 
them ſo to do, they had promiſed them promotion and other recompence, 
in virtue of authority either directly or indirectly from him; he thought it 


his duty to give a formal contradiction to ſuch aſſertions, and to repeat, on 


that occaſion, what he had before declared, that on leaving Paris, he had no 
other intention than that of repairing to Montmedy, from whence he might 


| himſelf ſend to the National Aſſembly ſuch obſervations as ſhould occur to 


him, concerning the execution of the laws, and the adminiſtration of the 
kingdom. He concluded his letter by a poſitive declaration, that all per- 
ſons who pretended to be empowered by him, in the manner above men- 
tioned, were guilty of the moſt criminal impoſitions. 


The debates on the propriety of impeaching the King for his evaſion 
from the capital, were, as might naturally be expected, both long and ani- 
mated. The queſtion of inviolability underwent an ample diſcuſſion. Pe- 
tion, Robeſpierre, and ſome few of the leaders of that party, which has 
ſince been diſtinguiſhed by the violence of its proceedings, maintained, that 
the doctrine of inviolability was only applicable to acts of royalty; but this 
metaphyſical diſtinction was rejected by the majority of the Aſſembly. In 
the courſe of this diſcuſſion, ſome prophetic remarks fell, in a long and elo- 
quent ſpeech, from the mouth of M. Barnave : © You can no longer,” ſaid 


that orator to the Aſſembly, © without dreadful commotions, continue the 


* agitations which have conducted you to the preſent point; here let us 
© reſt; you have done every thing for liberty—if the friends of the revolu- 
tion 


oe 


Aſſembly prevailed; and it was decreed “ That the exerciſe of the royal 


the nation, the law ſhould be fixed and certain, the following decrees were, 
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* tion wiſh to do more, they cannot do better: purſue the line of liberty be- 
% yond that, and the firſt attempt will be the annihilation of royalty; pur- 


* ſue the line of — the — of * will be the conſe- 


* quence.” 


Notwithſtanding the violent exclamations of the factious within the 
Aſſembly ; the ſtill more violent reſolutions of the Jacobine clubs; and 
the treaſonable efforts of-mercenary journaliſts, eſſayiſts, and pamphleteers ; 
particularly—to uſe the words of M. Goupill, as they appear in his ſpeech 
of the fifteenth of July“ of a writer of very inferior talents, the Sieur 
* Bryſſot de Varuille ;* the opinions of the more moderate members of the 


© functions, and thoſe of the executive power, veſted in the King, ſhould 


* continue ſuſpended until the conſtitutional act, in its ſtate of perfection, 


* be preſented to his Majeſty.” 


It appearing neceſſary to the Aſſembly to define thoſe acts which ſhould 


incur the penalty of depoſition, in order that, in a matter of ſuch high 
importance, as well to the ſafety of the Sovereign as to the welfare of 


on the motion of M. Demeunier, paſſed on the ſixteenth of July 1790. 


I. If a King retract his oath after having ſworn to maintain the con- 


ſtitution, he ſhall be ſuppoſed to have abdicated the throne. 


II. If the King lead an army againſt the nation himſelf, or command his 


generals to lead one; or, finally, if he do not oppoſe every ſimilar 
attempt that ſhall be undertaken in his name, by a formal act; he 
ſhall be ſuppoſed to have abdicated the throne. 
III. A King having abdicated, or ſuppoſed to have done ſo, ſhall be- 
come a private citizen, and be impeachable, according to the com- 

mon forms, for every crime committed after his abdication. - 
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18 A NARRATIVE OF THE TRANSACTIONS 

It had before been decreed, that if the King ſhould leave the kingdom, 
and refuſe, on being ſummoned by the National Aſſembly, to return, he 
ſhould be deemed to have forfeited the throne. This important point 
was thus finally ſettled : the crime was defined, the puniſhment fixed, and 
nothing left open to doubt or diſcuſſion. 


While this buſineſs was pending, the voice of faction was buſily em- 
ployed in ſeeking to overturn that conſtitution which every claſs of people 
had ſworn to maintain. Numerous addrefles, of a moſt treaſonable ten- 
dency, were preſented to the National Aﬀembly ; who rejected with diſ- 
dain all attempts to demoliſh the ſtructure themſelves had erected. One, 
however, of a different nature, was received from the General Council of 
the Commons of Rouen; who refuſed to ſeparate their attachment to the 
Conſtitution from their loyalty to the King. Adverting to his evaſion 
from Paris, they obſerved, that, though the people might blame his con- 
duct, no man could impeach his perſon; they denounced vengeance againſt 
thoſe who wiſhed to ſubje& their Sovereign to the attacks of the audacious 
and the wicked; and they ſwore to live and die under the free monarchi- 
cal government which the Aſſembly had decreed. 

An addreſs of a ſimilar tendency was likewiſe received from the National 
Guard of Rouen; who, © in conſequence of the reports of factious endea- 
* yours to deſtroy monarchy, and eſtabliſh republicaniſm on its ruins,” of- 
fered themſelves to ſupport the eſtabliſhed form of government. They 
profeſſed their determination to reſiſt any attempt at innovation; ſwear- 
ing to exert their utmoſt efforts in defence of the monarchy, and to turn 
the arms that had been entruſted to their care againſt all who ſhould dare 
to aſſail a King, whoſe reign, they ſaid, was founded on the conſtitution. 


Lewis, deprived of all power, alike unable to do good or harm, paſſed 
the interval between his return to Paris and his acceptance of the conſtitu- 
tion 
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tion in tranquil inactivity. On the firſt of September, the conſtitutional 


code having been declared complete, the mode of preſenting it for the ac- 
ceptance of his Majeſty, became the ſubje& of diſcuſſion with the Aſ- 
ſembly. M. Beaumetz expatiated on the generoſity of the King, who had 
invited them to the eſtabliſhment of a free conſtitution ; and who deſerved, 


he ſaid, a generous return of confidence from the people: he expreſſed a 
hope, that the Aſſembly would take the neceſſary ſteps for ſecuring the dig- 


nity and independence of the Crown, with which the intereſts of the people 
were ſo intimately connected; and he truſted they would convince all Eu- 
rope, that his Majeſty's acceptance of the conſtitution was perfectly free, by 


leaving to the King himſelf the ſole controul of the precautions which he 


might think neceſſary for enſuring the freedom of his acceptance. In con- 
formity to theſe ſuggeſtions, it was decreed, That a deputation ſhould be 


appointed to preſent the conſtitutional att to the King; that the King 
| ſhould be requeſted to give ſuch orders as he might think neceſſary for the 
ſafeguard and dignity of his perſon; that if the King ſhould comply with 


the wiſhes of the French nation, by accepting the conſtitutional a&, he 
ſhould be requeſted to fix a day, and to regulate the forms, according to 


which he ſhould ſolemnly pronounce, in preſence of the National Aſ- 
ſembly, his acceptance of the conſtitutional royalty, and his engagement to 


fulfil its functions. 


Sixty members having been appointed, as a deputation, to wait on the 
King, they accordingly repaired to the Palace, on the third of September 


1790; when Thouret thus addreſſed his Sovereign —“ The Repreſenta- 
* tives of the Nation preſent to your Majeſty the conſtitutional code, which 


* conſecrates the impreſcriptible rights of the French people, which re- 
* ſtores to the throne its true dignity, and which organizes the true go- 
* yernment of the empire.” To this the King replied— I receive the 
* conſtitution preſented to me by the National Aſſembly. I will commu- 
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20 
* nicate my reſolution to the National Aſſembly as ſoon as I ſhall have ex- 
* amined it with the attention an object ſo important requires. I am deter- 
« mined to remain in Paris. I will give orders to the Commandant-General 
* of the National Pariſian guard, reſpecting the guard for my perſon.” 


Ten days after the conſtitution had been preſented to the King, Lewis 
ſignified his acceptance by a letter addreſſed to the National Aﬀembly. In 
this letter he declared, that, after an attentive examination of the conſti- 
tutional act, he accepted it, and would enforce its obſervance. At any other 
time, he obſerved, ſuch a declaration would have ſufficed ; but, at ſuch a 
conjuncture as the preſent, he owed to the intereſts of the nation, he owed 
to himſelf, an explanation of his motives. 


He had always, he averred, fince the commencement of his reign, de- 
fired the reform of abuſes, and in all acts of government had wiſhed to be 
regulated by the public opinion. Different cauſes, among which might be - 
placed the ſtate of the revenue at the period of his acceſſion to the throne, 
and the immenſe expences of an honourable war, long ſupported without 
any augmentation of impoſts, had occaſioned a conſiderable diſproportion 
between the receipts and expences of the ſtate. | 

Impreſſed with a juſt ſenſe of the extent of this evil, he not only ſought 
the means of remedying it, but felt the neceſſity of preventing its return. 
Having formed a project for ſecuring the happineſs of the people on a ſo- 
lid foundation, and of ſubjecting to fixed and invariable rules that power 
of which he was the depoſitary, he called on the nation to put it i in exe- 


cution. 


In the courſe of the events of the revolution, his intentions never varied. 
When, after reforming the ancient nen, t the Aſſembly began to ſub- 
ſtitute 
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ſtitute in their ſtead the firſt eſſays of their work, he did not delay the ex- 
preſſion of his ſentiments till ſuch time as the whole conſtitution was made 
known to him, he favoured the eſtabliſhment of its parts, even before he 
could judge of the whole; and though the diſorders which had marked 
almoſt every period of the revolution had too frequently afflicted his heart, 
he encouraged the hope that the law would reſume its force under the 

ſanction of the newly-eſtabliſhed authority; and that, as the Aſſembly ap- 

proached the term of their labours, it would daily recover that reſpect, 
without which the people could neither enjoy liberty nor happineſs: that 
hope he had long cheriſhed, nor did his reſolution change until the very 
moment that it forſook him. He conjured every one to recollect the ſitua- 
tion of affairs at the time when he left Paris: the conſtitution was nearly 
complete, and yet the authority of the laws ſeemed daily to diminiſh ; while 
opinion, far from concentrating in any one point, was divided into an 
indefinite number of parts. The moſt violent counſels ſeemed alone to be 
received with any degree of favour; the licentiouſneſs of the preſs was at. 
its height; and no power was reſpected. 


He could no longer perceive the expreſſion of the general will in the 


laws, which every where appeared without force, and without effect. At 
that period, he declared, had the conſtitution been preſented to him, he 
ſhould have been of opinion, that the intereſts of the people—the conſtant 
and uniform rule of his conduct - would not permit him to accept it. He 
entertained only one ſentiment ; he formed only one project; he was anxious 
to retire to a proper diſtance from all parties, and to learn what was the real 
wiſh of the nation. 


The motives by which he was at that time influenced, then no longer 
ſubſiſted; ſince the period of his evaſion, the inconveniencies and the evils 
ef which he complained, had, he obſerved, ſtricken the Aſſembly in the 
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ſame light as himſelf; they had evinced an inclination for the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of order; they had directed their attention to the reſtoration of mi- 
litary diſcipline ; and they had acknowledged the neceſſity of reſtraining 
the licentiouſneſs of the preſs. The reviſion of their labours had placed 
among the laws of regulation ſeveral articles which had before been pre- 
ſented to him as conſtitutional; they had Eſtabliſhed legal forms for the re- 
viſion of thoſe which they had placed in the conſtitutional code. In ſhort, 
he declared, the ſentiments of the people no longer appeared doubtful 
to him; he had ſeen them fully diſplayed, as well by their adherence to 
the work of their repreſentatives, as by their attachment to the ſupport 
of monarchical government. 


Impelled by theſe motives, he declared his acceptance of the conftitution, 
which he-engaged to maintain at home, to defend againſt attacks from 
abroad, and to enforce the execution or by all the means with e it ſup- 
plied him. . 155 


He declared, that, informed of the adherence of the great body of the 
people to the conſtitution, he renounced the right of concurrence which he 
had formerly claimed in its formation; obſerving, that as he was only re- 
ſponſible to the nation, bis renunciation could afford no grounds for com- 
plaint to any one. 18 5 


He ſhould; however, deviate from the truth, he ſaid, were he to affirm 
that. in the means of execution and adminiſtration, he perceived all the 
energy neceſlary to give motion to and preſerve unity in the various parts 
of ſo vaſt an empire as that of France; but fince the opinions of men were | 


divided on the ſubject, he was willing to ſubmit the deciſion to the teſt of 


experience. While he faithfully exerted all the means with which he was 
entruſted, he could incur no reproach ; and the nation, whoſe intereſt alone 
ought 
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| ought to conſtitute the ſupreme law, would have recourſe to that mode of 


explanation which the conſtitution pointed out. 


But, for the ſtability of that conſtitution, for the ſecurity of freedom, for 
the individual happineſs of all Frenchmen, Lewis juſtly remarked, there 
were intereſts, for the preſervation whereof their duty preſcribed a combi- 
nation of all their efforts: thoſe intereſts were - Reſpect for the laws, the 
reſtoration of order, and the re- union of all the citizens of the empire. Now 
that the conſtitution was definitively ſettled, Frenchmen living under 
the ſame laws, ought to acknowledge no enemies but ſuch as infringed 


thoſe laws. Diſcord and anarchy were, he ſaid, the common enemies of 


them all. 


Such enemies his power ſhould be exerted to oppoſe; but it was neceſ- 
ſary, he obſerved, that the Aſſembly, and their ſucceſſors, ſhould ſecond his 
efforts with energy and effect; that law, without ſeeking to eſtabliſh an 
arbitrary ſway over the mind, ſhould afford equal protection to all who 
made it the rule of their conduct; that ſuch as the fear of perſecution, and 
the dread of anarchy, had driven from their country, ſhould be aſſured of 


finding, at their return, both ſafety and peace; and, in order to extinguiſh 


the animoſities, to ſoften the evils attendant on a great revolution, and to 
_ enforce an immediate execution of the laws, he exhorted the Aſſembly to 


conſent to an oblivion of the paſt, and to bury, in a general reconciliation, 
all thoſe charges and proſecutions to which the reyolution had given riſe. 
He ſpoke not, he ſaid, of thoſe whoſe actions had ſolely been influenced by 
their attachment to him; for who could regard them as criminals ?—As to 
| ſuch as by exceſſes, productive of perſonal injury, had incurred the ſeverity 


of the laws, he ſhould prove, by his conduct to them, that he was King of all 
the French. | | 
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The King concluded his letter by expreſſing his ſenſe of the propriety 
of accepting the conſtitution in the place in which it was formed; and his 
conſequent determination of repairing to the Aſſembly on the following day. 


This letter was received with unbounded demonſtrations of joy ; and the 
Aſſembly continued, for ſome minutes, to reſound with reiterated acclama- 
tions of Vive le Rot! which were repeated by the populace without, and 
were ſpeedily communicated to the fartheſt extremity of the capital. 


The King's recommendation of a general amneſty was ſtrongly enforced 
by La Fayette; and a preparatory decree being inſtantly adopted, a depu- 
tation was ſent with it to the palace, who alſo received orders to explain to 
his Majeſty the ſentiments of joy which his letter had excited in the Na- 
tional Aſſembly. To this meſſage the King replied, with equal firmneſs and 

ſenſibility, that he ſhould make it his pleaſure and his duty, to comply with 
the will of the nation, whenever it ſhould be made known to him. He 
expreſſed his ſenſe of the alacrity diſplayed by the Aſſembly in complying 
with his defire to atchieve an att of benevolence ; obſerved, that that day 
would be memorable in hiſtory ; and intimated a wiſh, that it might put an 
end to the prevalence of diſcord, and effe& an union of all parties. 


Adverting to a decree juſt paſſed by the Aſſembly, conferring the honour 
of wearing a blue ribbon to himſelf and his ſon, Lewis deſired the Aſſembly 
might be apprized of his reſolution not to avail himſelf of that privilege, of 
whach the only value, in his eyes, conſiſted in the ability to communicate it 


to others. 


On the fourteenth of September, Lewis went to the Aſſembly, and having 
aſcended a platform, on which were placed two chairs, one for the King 
and the other for the Preſident, delivered the following ſpeech : 


« Gentlemen, 
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© Gentlemen, 


I come ſolemnly to conſecrate, in this place, my —— of the 
* conſtitutional act; in conſequence of which I ſwear to be faithful to the 
* me, for the maintenance of the conſtitution decreed by the Conſtituent 
* National Aſſembly. May this great and memorable epoch be that of 
« the reſtoration of peace and union! and may it become the ſurety of 
* the happineſs of the people, and the proſperity of the empire!“ 


La) 


The King, who ſtood when he began to ſpeak, experienced a momen- 


tary embarraſſment from the conduct of the preſident, and many of the 


members, who ſeated themſelves in the midſt of his ſpeech (from a ridiculous 
ſuppoſition, that reſpect for their ſuperiors was incompatible with freedom) ; 
but ſoon recovering himſelf, he followed their example, and betrayed no 
alteration either in his tone of voice, or mode of delivery. 


Lewis having ſigned the conſtitutional act preſented to him by the 
miniſter of Juſtice, the preſident, Touret, a N orman advocate, throwing 
one of his legs over the other, with an air of indecent familiarity, that be- 
ſpoke a littleneſs of mind and vulgarity of manners, and was peculiarly ill- 
ſuited to the occaſion, thus addreſſed his Sovereign : 


France was oppreſſed by abuſes of long-ſtanding, which had triumphed 
over the good intentions of the beſt of Kings, and had inceſſantly braved 
« the authority of the Throne. The National Aſſembly, depoſitory of the 
e wiſhes, of the rights, and of the power of the people, has eſtabliſhed, by 


the deſtruction of all abuſes, the ſolid baſis of public proſperity. Sire, 


«* what this Aſſembly has decreed, the national concurrence has ratified. 
“The moſt complete execution of its decrees, in all parts of the empire, 
e atteſts the general ſentiment ; and while it deranges the weak plans of 
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nation and the law, and to employ all the power that is delegated to 
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thoſe whom diſcontent has too long kept blind to their own intereſts, it 


“ affords an aſſurance that your Majeſty's wiſhes for the welfare of the 
* French will no longer be vain. | 


“ The National Aſſembly has nothing left to defire on this ever-memo- 
“ rable day, in which you complete, in its boſom, by an engagement 
the moſt ſolemn, your acceptance of conſtitutional royalty. It is the 
* attachment of the French, it 1s their confidence, which confers. on you 
* that pure and reſpectable title, the moſt deferable crown in the univerſe; 
a crown ſecured to you, Sire, by the zmperiſhable authority of a conſti- 
4 tution freely decreed ;—by the invincible ſtrength of a people who 
« feel themſelves worthy of liberty ;—and by the neceſſity for an hereditary 
“ monarchy, which muſt ever exiſt in a kingdom of ſuch extent. 


While your Majeſty, waiting from experience for the lights about to 
be ſpread by the practical reſult of the conſtitution, promiſes to maintain it 
* at home, and defend it againſt attacks from abroad, the nation, confiding 
in the juſtice of its rights, and the conſciouſneſs of its ſtrength and 
courage, as well as in your loyal co-operation, can entertain no dread 
of alarms from without, and will contribute, by its tranquil confidence, 
* to the ſpeedy ſucceſs of its internal government. 


© The epoch of this regeneration—which will appear with luſtre in our 
* hiſtory—ought to be great in your eyes, Sire, and dear to our hearts; ſince 
« it gives to France, citizens—to the French, a country—to you, as King, 
« a new title of greatneſs and of glory; and, as a man, a freſh ſource of 
« enjoyment, and new ſenſations of happineſs.” 


As ſoon as the preſident had finiſhed his ſpeech, the King returned to the 
palace, accompanied by all the members of the Aſſembly ; and the joy of 
Ts LT the 
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the Pariſians, on his acceptance of the conſtitution, was teſtified by a ge- 
neral illumination. 


* 


The National Aſſembly, having preſcribed the form of the oath to be 
taken by military men—who were required to ſwear that they would be 
faithful to the Nation, the Law, and the King, and would maintain the Con- 
ſtitution with all their power; having drawn up, and paſſed, the decree for 0 
enforcing a general amneſty, and ſtopping all ſtate proſecutions; and having TEE | | 
adopted various other regulations of inferior importance, at length fixed the 
day for its final ſeparation. Accordingly, on the thirtieth of September, 
the King viſited this Aſſembly for the laſt time: he was attended by his 
Miniſters ; and, on entering the hall, was received with the loudeſt acclama- 


tions; as ſoon as theſe had ſubſided, he thus addreſſed the Aſſembly : 


[ 
* 
4 
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Gentlemen, 

„ You have terminated your labours, and the conſtitution is complete. 
I have promiſed to maintain it; to enforce its execution ;—it is already 
proclaimed by my orders. This conſtitution, whence France expetts to 
derive proſperity, this fruit of your cares and your vigilance, will con- 
ſtitute your beſt reward : France, rendered happy oy your labours, will 
communicate her happinels to you. 


(1 


= 
17 


1 


Return to your homes, and tell your fellow-citizens, that the happineſs 
© of the French ever has been, and ever will be, the object of my wiſhes; 
© that I neither have, nor can have, any intereſt but the general intereſt ; 
that my proſperity only conſiſts in the public proſperity ; that I ſhall | 
exert all the powers with which I am entruſted to give efficacy to the 

new ſyſtem, which I ſhall communicate to foreign courts, and ſhall, in 
* every thing, prove that I can only be happy when the people are ſo. 
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+ Tell them, alſo, that the revolution has attained its period; and that 
* the reſtoration of order will now be the firmeſt ſupport of the conſtitu- 
* tion. You, Gentlemen, in your ſeveral departments, will, undoubtedly, 
ſecond my vigilance and care, to the utmoſt of your power; you will 
ſet the firſt example to the laws which yourſelves have framed : In the 
capacity of private citizens, you will diſplay the ſame character which 
you have ſupported as public men; and the people, ſeeing their legiſ- 
lators exerciſe in private life thoſe virtues which they have proclaimed 
in the National Aſſembly, will be induced to imitate them; they will 
diſcharge with pleaſure the obligations impoſed on them by the public 
intereſt, and cheerfully pay the taxes decreed by their repreſentatives. 
This happy union of ſentiments, of wiſhes, and exertions, is requiſite to 
confirm the conſtitution, and to ſecure to the nation all the advantages 
* which it guarantees.” 
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The King was frequently interrupted, in the courſe of his ſpeech, by 


loud burſts of applauſe from all parts of the hall; and after the preſident 


had replied, by repeating the ſentiments he uttered on a former occaſion, 
and almoſt in the ſame words, his Majeſty retired, amidſt the ſhouts of the 
people. The Aſſembly, then, exerciſing one of the extraordinary powers 
it had arrogated to itſelf, pronounced its own diffolution. 


The demonſtrations of joy exhibited in various parts of the kingdom, on 
the completion of the conſtitution, ſeemed to give the moſt flattering aſſur- 
ances of its ſtability ; while the power of the King, defined though cir- 
cumſcribed, fixed though curtailed, deluded that unhappy Prince with the 
hopes of enjoying that tranquillity, which had too long been a ſtranger to 
his boſom. Nor could the enjoyment of repoſe be, ſurely, deemed a re- 
ward too great for the ſacrifice of perſonal honours and immunities, which 


the 
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the nation and the /aws—the preſcription of centuries—had proclaimed 
as hereditary righits. | 


When the limits of regal authority are aſcertained by law, and ſpecific 
penalties are annexed to its tranſgreſſion ; when the conſtitution of a ſtate 


is finally ſettled, and ſubjects are bound, by an oath, to protect and maintain 


it, an effeftual preventive appears to be eſtabliſhed againſt the confuſion 
which originates in doubt, and the diſorders that ſpring from a fatal diviſion 
between a ſovereign and his people. But whether from any defect in its 
foundation, any want of uniformity in the ſtructure, or of proportion in 
its parts, or from any other cauſe, not ſo immediately connected therewith, 
moſt certain it is, the new conſtitution of France failed, moſt completely, to 


produce theſe ſalutary effects. 


The door was opened to Anarchy; the torch of Diſcord was lighted ; 
and the rage of the diſcontented, though lulled into a temporary calm, far 


from being ſatiated by the attainment of that which had hitherto ſeemed 


to be the ultimate object of their deſires, ſoon appeared to have derived 
freſh vigour from gratification. Paſt ſucceſſes operated as an encourage- 
ment to future attempts: the power that had gone thus far, might, it was 
conceived, go ſtill farther ;—and the conduct of the diſaffected too plainly 
demonſtrated, that moderation muſt not be expected to mark the exertions 
of authority, which principle cannot reſtrain. The ſovereignty of the people 
became the theme of all public harangues, the perpetual topic of patriotic 
declamation. The impoſition of reſtraints upon that authority was deemed, 


by the orators of the Jacobins, who now endeavoured to aſſume the reins. 


of legiſlation, high-treaſon againſt the majeſty of the mob. 


Condorget, the intrepid champion of republicaniſm, had, previous to the 
| King's acceptance of the conſtitution, ſtudiouſly endeavoured to diſſemi- 
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nate his principles throughout the capital. He had frequently denied the 
neceſſity of a regal inſtitution in a ſtate, for the preſervation of freedom; 
and had even maintained, that the extent of the kingdom of France—ſo 
generally adduced as an argument in ſupport of monarchy—was rather fa- 
vourable than hoſtile to the eſtabliſhment of a republican form of govern- 
ment. He mentioned the privileged claſſes that exiſted in Rome and 
Athens, as affording perpetual grounds for inteſtine diviſions ; exhibiting, 
in his opinion, a monſtrous government, neither republican nor national; 
an abſurd ſyſtem, as fatal to the people who obey, as dangerous to thoſe 
who command. 1 


Two of his obſervations are peculiarly worthy of notice, inaſmuch as 
they tend to throw a light on the conduct of the principal agents and 
enſtruments of the revolution. The point upon which he moſt ſtrongly 
inſiſted, and which he betrayed the greateſt anxiety to enforce, was this: 
that by the deſtruction of all privileges, and all perpetual bodies, the friends 
of liberty had actually deſtroyed every thing that could render the pro- 
tection of a monarch uſeful to a great people; and thoſe, he ſaid, who 
had. affirmed, that the correction of ſo many abuſes had annthilated the mo- 


narchy, had advanced a truth more ſerious and confirmed than they them- 
| ſelves had believed it to be. 


In his ſtrictures on an hereditary monarchy, he obſerved, that it was the 
exiſtence of an. hereditary chief that deprived the executive power of all 
that ſtrength which conſtituted its utility, by exciting an eternal diſtruſt in 

all the friends to freedom, © who are mceſſantly occupied in throwing obſtacles 
* in his way, and in raiſing up impediments the moſt prejudicial and formi- 
. © dable.” —The propagation of theſe principles, ſo hoſtile to the conſtitution 
which the people had ſworn to maintain, was ſtill continued, though rather 
more caution was uſed than before the diſſolution of the firſt National 
Aſlembly, 


* a 3 FS 
* » 9 
— 
2 
2 
bu 


RELATING TO LEWIS THE SIXTEENTH. 8 


Aſſembly, until the party had acquired ſufßeient ſtrength to venture upon 
an open avowal of their principles. 


The King, it muſt be acknowledged, was, in one point of view, placed in 
a ſituation the moſt critical: the cauſe of the illuſtrious emigrants, to whom 


he was bound by ties of blood and of gratitude, could not be indifferent to 


him; yet his acceptance of the conſtitution had impoſed on him the neceſ- 
fity of exerting the moſt rigorous meaſures for repelling their attempts and 
defeating their plans. In ſhort, his ſituation was ſuch as required a perpe- 
tual ſtruggle between feeling and duty; and—to the honour of Lewis be it 
ſpoken !—the latter invariably proved triumphant. Though every art was 
exerted that ingenuity could deviſe, or malice ſuggeſt, to irritate his mind, 
and betray him into error, he ſteadily purſued the ſame line of conduct, 
and adhered with religious ſcrupuloſity to the oath he had taken. 


His ſpeech, at the firſt meeting of the new Aſſembly, in October, 1791, 


contained the moſt ſalutary admonitions and the moſt judicious remarks. 
He reminded the Aſſembly, that it was their duty to facilitate the operations 
of government ; to ſtrengthen and confirm public credit; to give addi- 
tional ſecurity to the national engagements ; to ſhew that hberty and peace 
were compatible ; and, finally, to attach the people to- their new laws, by 
convincing them that thoſe laws were calculated to promote their welfare 


and happineſs. 


» 


He exhorted them to profit by their experience of the effects of the ne - 


order of things, in their various departments, in order to remedy any defects 


they might diſcover, and to adopt the neceſſary mealures for giving energy 
and effect to the government. 


He 
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He pointed out the propriety of fixing their immediate attention on the 
ſtate of the finances, and the importance of eſtabhſhing an equilibrium 
between the receipt and the expenditure; of accelerating the aſſeſſment 
and collection of taxes; of introducing an invariable order into the different 
parts-of the adminiſtration, and thereby providing, at once, for the ſupport 
of the ſtate, and the relief of the people. 


He urged them to make the civil laws conformable to the principles of 
the conſtitution, to ſimplify the mode of proceeding in courts of law, and 
to render the attainment of juſtice more eaſy and prompt. He exhorted 
them to encourage commerce and induſtry, as the means of promoting the 
| intereſts of agriculture, and the wealth of the kingdom ; and to make ſuch 
permanent diſpoſitions as would afford work and relief to the indigent. 


He expreſſed his determination to re-eſtabliſh order and diſcipline among 
the troops; to reſtore confidence to the army, and to place it on ſuch a 
footing as would render it adequate to the purpoſes for which it was deſ- 
tined. He explained the meaſures he had taken for ſecuring the king- 
dom from attack, the efforts he had exerted for enſuring the continuance 
of peace, and the preparations he had made for meeting the exigencies 
of war. | | 
ko | 
energetic and convincive, the neceſſity of con- 
ſtant harmony and unalterable confidence between the legiſlative body and 
the King ; and obſerved, that the love of their country, and their concern 
for the public welfare, by rendering them, inſeparable, would tend to fru- 
irate the efforts of their enemies, which were induſtriouſly employed to pro- 
mote their diſunion. By this means alone, he contended, would the public 
force be exerted without obſtruction; the adminiſtration be exempted from 


thoſe 


He repreſented, in terms 
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thoſe vain alarms by which it had been ſo haraſſed; the property and reli- 


gion of every man be equally protected; and no pretence be left to any 
Frenchman for remaining any longer abſent from a country where the 
laws were in vigour, and the rights of men reſpected. 


But though this ſpeech was received with repeated burſts of applauſe, the 
King neither experienced from the Aſſembly that reſpe& which was due 
to his ſtation, nor that confidence which his conduct deſerved. His orders 
were frequently treated with neglect, his communications diſregarded, and 
his choice of miniſters and generals, though a privilege ſecured to him by 
the conſtitution, was freely cenſured and loudly condemned. His remon- 
ſtrances, however, procured from the Emperor an explicit avowal of his 


intentions, and a prohibition to the Freneh emigrants to colle&, in armed 
bodies, in the Imperial dominions. 


But the continuation of peace was by no means the wiſh of that party 
who, diſcontented with a monarchical government, however limited, ſought 
tc to undermine the conſtitution, with a view to build on its ruins a republic 
or democracy. Their influence in the capital was, unfortunately, exten- 
ſive; and their partiſans in the National Aſſembly, if not numerous, were, 
at leaſt, formidable. To lead the King into ſituations arduous and embar- 
raſſing. to depreciate his merits in the eyes of the people, to render him an 
object of ſuſpicion and miſtruſt, were the efforts of this party exerted; and 
they wiſely judged that the confuſion inſeparable from a ſtate of warfare 
would be more favourable to the promotion of their ſchemes, than peace, 
order, and tranquillity. Hence the pacific profeſſions of the Emperor were 
deemed inſufficient by the clubs, and, conſequently, by the Aſſembly; his 
anſwer to the King's notification of his acceptance of the conſtitution, 
together with thoſe of ſeveral other Potentates, was treated with the utmoſt 
indecency by the Members of the Convention; preparations for hoſtilities 
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continued; one hundred and fifty thouſand troops received orders to 
march to the frontiers; and the defenſive meaſures adopted by the Empe- 
ror were conſtrued into acts of hoſtility that called for reprifals. 


During all theſe tranſactions, the King moſt ſtrenuouſly enforced the 


- meaſures approved by the repreſentatives of the people; and, were we not 


induced to believe that in this inſtance, as in ſo many others, he ſacrificed his 
feelings and his judgment to his ſenſe of duty, we ſhould freely beſtow on 
his conduct the cenſure of violence and injuſtice. War with the Emperor 
although he had expreſsly diſclaimed all idea of interference with the inter- 
nal government of France, and had prevented all hoſtile attempts on the 
part of the emigrants—was inſiſted upon by Briſſot, as the only means of 
maintaining the conſtitution ; Vergniaud enforced the ſame ideas; the 


voice of moderation was overpowered in the tumultuous debates that en- 


ſued; and the exclamation of Har! Mar! iſſuing from the Aſſembly, be- 
came the general cry of the capital. 


In conformity to theſe ſentiments a declaration of war was decreed by 
the Aſſembly, on the nineteenth of April, 1792; and, on the following day, 
when ſent to the King, it received his immediate ſanction. Lewis, in his 


ſpeech to the Aſſembly on the occaſion, expreſsly declared, that he adopted 
the deciſion for war, © becauſe it appeared to him to be the ſenſe of # the 


O people, 


War having been thus declared, the hands of the faction which aimed 
at the abolition of monarchy were ſtrengthened ; the King, anxious to 


conciliate the eſteem he was conſcious of deſervin g. was induced to be- 


ſtow places of truſt and emolument on men whoſe ſole recommendation 
conſiſted in the protection of a party, and the occaſional applauſe of a 


mob. But it was neither the wiſh nor the intereſt of the faction to ſuffer 


confidence 
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confidence to ſubſiſt between Lewis and his miniſters, whoever thoſe miniſ- 
ters might be; on the contrary, their object was to ſow diſſention not only 
between the King and his miniſters, but between the King and the Aſſembly, 
and between the King and the people; and their growing influence in the 
Convention afforded them but too many opportunities for accompliſhing their 
deteſtable plan. Briſſot might well exclaim, at a ſubſequent period -e 
made him declare war, in order to put him to the teſ.— He Was put to the 
teſt, and ſubmitted to the crucible of faction, whence he came out, as he 
went in, pure as the pureſt gold. 


The perpetual contradictions which the miniſters experienced, prevented 
them from retaining their places for any length of time, ſo that the king was 
continually haraſſed by a change of ſervants. True, however, to the oath 
he had taken, and reſolved that no arts ſhould induce him to ſwerve from 
his duty, the conſtitutional code was inceſſantly before his eyes; and he is 
{aid to have ſubmitted to the painful labour of getting the whole of it by 
heart. He never relaxed in his preparations for conducting with vigour the 
war into which his enemies had plunged him; and though ſucceſs did not, at 
firſt, attend his efforts, the failure muſt be aſcribed to the miſcondu& of his 
officers, and the cowardice of his troops. But ſtill theſe diſaſters were 
employed to excite the diſcontent of the people; and the moſt inſidious 
manceuvres were uſed to make them regard their Sovereign as an object of 
indignation and miſtruſt. | 4s. 


Thoſe who were ſincerely attached to the perſon of their King, and anxi- 
ous for the real welfare of their country, were deſirous that he ſhould quit 
the capital—the focus of vice and centre of rebellion—and retire, with 
his family, to ſome fortified town, within the diſtance preſcribed by the 
conſtitutional code, They exerted all their efforts to make Lewis conſent 
to their ſcheme ; they dwelt with energy on the advantages that would re- 
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ſult from his compliance, which they repreſented as the only means of pre- 
venting the kingdom from being rent by contending factions, and of pre- 
ſerving the conſtitution entire. The King heard their propoſals, and after 
deliberating on the ſubject, determined to adhere to the reſolution he had 
adopted, of maintaining the conſtitution without leaving the metropolis. 


It is probable that Petion, the mayor of Paris, had been apprized of theſe 


propoſals, for, in the month of May, he admoniſhed the commander in 
chief of the national guards to redouble his vigilance, as he. had received 


information of the King's intention to quit the capital. Lewis was juſtly 
offended at this preſumption in the mayor, which tended to place him in 
the exact ſituation of a priſoner, and to deprive him of a privilege which 


the meaneſt ſubje& in his dominions was permitted to enjoy; and, indeed, 


the conduct of Petion affords ſtrong grounds for believing that he was privy 
to the deſigns of that faction who were endeavouring to ſubvert the monar- 
chy; for he muſt have known that he was acting in direct defiance of the 
conſtitution, and in a manner that could anſwer no other purpoſe than 
that of irritating the minds of the populace, and preparing them for deeds 
of violence and outra ge. 


The King, with a view to avert the evil effects which this proceeding was 


calculated to produce, immediately appealed to the municipality of Paris, 


in the following letter, dated the twenty- third of May: — 


I have ſeen, gentlemen, a letter which the mayor wrote yeſterday even- 


ing to the commander in chief of the national guards, in which he ex- 


« preſſes his alarm reſpecting my departure during the night, founded, he 
« ſays, upon probable information. To this intelligence he adds reports of 
* commotions and diſturbances, and gives orders to ſtrengthen the patroles, 


and render them more numerous. Why does the mayor, in conſequence 
— 
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of ſuch reports, give orders to the commander in chief, and communicate 
nothing to me, though it be his duty, impoſed on him by the conſtitution, 
to execute, under my direction, the laws for maintaining the public 
tranquillity? Has he forgotten the letter which I wrote to the Municipality 
in the month of February ?—You will perceive, gentlemen, that this re- 
* queſt is, under the preſent circumſtances, a new and horrid calumny, by 
« means of which it is intended to excite the people to violence, and to 
« fill them with alarms. | COT 


66 
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J am apprized of all the arts which are at preſent employed, to influ- 
% ence the minds of the people, and compel me to leave my capital: but 
* they ſhall not produce the deſired effect. While F rance has enemies to 
* encounter, both at home and abroad, my poſt is in the capital. It is 


* there, I truſt, I ſhall be able to diſappoint the criminal expectations of 
the faftious. N 


*I place an unreſerved confidence in the eitizens of Paris; in the nati- 

* onal guard, always reſpectable, the detachments whereof, employed on the 
« frontiers, have given freſh proofs. of their excellent diſpoſitions. They will 
. perceive, that their honour, in the preſent moment, requires them to re- 
double their vigilance and zeal. Guarded by them, and relying on the 
« purity of my intentions, I ſhall always be at eaſe, whatever events may 
8 occur; and, whatever attempts may be made, nothing ſhall alter my ſo- 
« licitude and vigilance for the welfare of my kingdom. 


This letter, it is probable, only tended to increaſe the reſentment of the 
mayor, and to inflame the minds of the factious, for the alarm was ſtill 
kept up, though not with equal ſucceſs; and recourſe was had to other arts 
for promoting the deſired effect. Two decrees, one for rendering more in- 


tolerable 
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tolerable the ſituation of thoſe unfortunate eccleſiaſties who had magnani- 
mouſly ſacrificed all the comforts of life to a conſcientious diſcharge of their 
duty ; by authorizing their baniſhment on a petition, preſented by twenty 
citizens, to the directory of the diſtri; the other for forming an encamp- 
ment 1n the vicinity of the metropolis of twenty thouſand volunteers, meant 


to be independent of the executive powers, and intended to ſerve as a 


check upon the Pariſian troops who were ſuſpected, by the Republicans, of 


being friendly to the King; were, through the influence of the faction, 
adopted by the National Aſſembly. Theſe, when preſented to the King 


for his ſanction, of courſe received his Veto; and, ſtrange as it may appear, 
this lawful exerciſe of a power, expreſsly veſted in him by the conſtitution, 
to be uſed at his diſcretion, was employed as a pretext for the moſt violent 
outrages againſt his perſon and dignity. 


Another circumſtance combined to promote the exploſion. La Fayette, 
who appears to have been ſincerely attached to the conſtitution, and was 
doubtleſs enraged at the projects which he knew to be forming for the abo- 
lition of the monarchy, wrote tuo letters, one to the King, and the other 


to the National Aſſembly, in which he loudly complained of the ſcandalous 


proceedings of the Jacobin Club at Paris, expreſſing his wiſh that all the 
clubs in the kingdom {ſhould be annihilated, that the law ſhould be ſuffered 


to reign in full force, and the King's prerogative to remain inviolable, agree- 
ably to the principles of the conſtitution. © It is,” ſaid La Fayette, © after 


having oppoſed to all obſtacles and all ſnares the courageous and perſever- 
ing patriotiſm of an army, ſacrificed, perhaps, to combinations againſt its 
leader, that I can now oppoſe to this faction the correſpondence of a mi- 
« miftry, the worthy produce of its club—a correſpondence, of which all 


the calculations are falſe, the premiſes vain, the information fraudulent or 


46 frivolous, the councils perfidious and contradictory— Where, after having 
| * preſſed 


* 
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« preſſed me to advance without precaution, and to attack without means, 
* they began to tell me that reſiſtance would ſoon be impoſlible, when' * 
* indignation repelled the daſtardly aſſertion. 


Theſe letters, as might be ſuppoſed, produced a violent tumult in the Ja- 
cobin club, which had begun to aſſume the privilege of dictating to the Na- 
tional Aſſembly; the members declared their ſittings permanent, while their 
principal leaders deviſed means for raiſing the ſeditious populace in the ſu- 
burbs of St. Anthony and Marceau, with a view to bring them in force to 
overawe the court, the national guard, and the municipal bodies; and, 


under pretence of lupportng the Aſſembly, to . the e 
minority. 


A deputation of the inhabitants of theſe diſtricts accordingly preſented 
themſelves to the Aſſembly of the Commons of Paris, to announce their in- 
tention of repairing, on Wedneſday, the twentieth of June, in the ſame 
dreſs, and with the fame arms, which they wore in 1789, to the National 
Aſſembly, to offer them their courage, to renew the oath they had taken at 
Verſailles, two years before, to plant the tree of liberty on the terrace of 
the Feuillans, in the garden of the Thuilleries, and then to repair to the 
«King, to repreſent to him the horrid ſtate into which his good friends had 
&« plunged the affairs of the nation. A violent commotion in the Aſſembly 
was the conſequenee of this addreſs, which ſeveral of the members ( friends 
to the faction) had the bare-faced effrontery to ſupport : the advocates for 
order and the conſtitution, however, at length prevailed; the queſtion for 
diſcountenancing the alarming tumult was carried, and the Aſſembly paſſed 
to the order of the day. Notice of the deſign was ſent to the Directory, 
and they took various precautions to avert the effetts it was calculated to 
produce: every citizen received orders to inſcribe his name, to provide him- 
ſelf with arms, and to hold himſelf in readineſs to maintain the public peace. 

On 
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On the twentieth, the national guards and the troops of the line, ſupplied 
with artillery, were poſted at every avenue which leads to the palace and to 
the Aſſembly. But neither the precautions nor preparations could deter the 
mob from accompliſhing their deſign; and the National Aſſembly were in- 
formed, by the department of Paris, that a multitude, conſiſting of one hun- 
dred thouſand perſons of both ſexes, armed with pikes, ſwords, and muſ- 
kets, and even provided with cannon, was embodied, and actually on its 
march to the Thuilleries. ; 

In a ſhort time the mob arrived at the doors of the Aſſembly, who, want- 
ing that firmneſs diſplayed by the Commons of England during the riots 
of 1780, allowed the rabble to enter. They marched through the hall, 
renewed their oath, and then repaired to the Carouſel in the front of the 
palace. The Thuilleries were provided with a force amply ſufficient to pro- 
tect it from inſult, and to repel any attacks that could be made on it by an 
undiſciplined multitude ; but the employment of that force muſt have been 
attended with an effuſion of blood, from which Lewis, at all times, evinced 
the moſt ſettled averſion. Thinking that, if bent on murder, the ſacrifice 
of his life might ſatiate their rage, he ordered the doors of his apartment to 
be thrown open; rejecting the ſolicitations of his friends, he advanced, with- 
out his guards, towards a crowd armed with various inſtruments of ſlau gh- 
ter; he reſigned himſelf, with calmneſs and fortitude, to the danger which 
threatened him, and courageouſly preſented himſelf to the very face of an 

infatuated people. A 


"The mob were in poſſeſſion of the palace till late in the evening, during 
Which time the King diſplayed the moſt - heroic refolution, although can- 

non were planted in the very antichamber of the royal apartments, and 
rage and violence were expreſſed in the countenances of many. To the 
torrents of abuſe that burſt from the lips of the mob, he oppoſed patience 
and 
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and reſignation: and to the repeated threats againſt his perſon, his only re- 


ply was—* Alas! could my life ſecure the good of my country, with what joy 
& would I offer it as a ſacrifice !* 


The Mayor of Paris had taken care to be abſent during the greater part 
of theſe diſgraceful ſcenes. He, at length, arrived, and exhorted the mob 
to preſerve moderation: when he aſſured the King that he had nothing to 


fear, the Monarch juſtly obſerved—* The man mol has a clear conſcience 
“fears nothing; then taking the hand of a ſoldier who ſtood near him, 
he applied it to his breaſt, and ſaid “ There, friend, feel my heart, and ſay 


«* whether it beats quicker than uſual ?” 


In compliance with the inſolent requiſitions of the rabble, he put on the 


cap of liberty the ſame ſanguinary badge of faction, which Marcel, of 


ſeditious memory, erſt preſented to the Dauphin. When ſome faithful 
citizens expreſſed a wiſh to remain near the perſon of their Sovereign, and 
to ſerve him as a protecting ſhield, © Repair, ſaid he, immediately to the 
& Queen! Go! and place yourſelves by HER fide.” This dear object of his at- 
tention took an excluſive hold upon his mind, and the emotion which feel- 
ings ſo natural, ſo honourable to himſelf, had occaſioned, was the only 
dread of which, in the midſt of his peril, the ſmalleſt ſymptom could be 
diſcerned. To 

Equal reſolution was diſplayed, on this trying occaſion, by the Princeſs Eli- 
zabeth, the affectionate ſiſter and the conſtant friend of the unhappy Monarch, 


whom ſhe would not abandon but with life. She remained cloſe by the ſide 


of her brother, in the hour of danger, when expoſed to the inſults and outrage 
of the mob! She was remarked mixing herſelf, during ſeveral hours, with the 
horrid band of armed muſcreants! She was even perceived to enjoy, with 
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feelings that beſpoke the heart of a Chriſtian heroine, the miſtake of the mul- 


titude, who, for a time, conceived her to be the Queen, and whoſe wild 


countenances ſeemed to indicate that they ſought after the latter to ſacrifice - 
her as a victim to their fury. It was at this moment that the Princeſs hoped 
to ſatiate their blind rage by preſenting herſelf before them, with the moſt | 
exalted magnanimity, as a blood-offering. © Ah! doubtleſs, Heaven, in which 
alone ſhe confided ; Heaven, the witneſs of the virtues of her life, took care 
that ſhe ſhould receive hewmerited reward ; and the powers of earth could 
not prevail againſt her. *—This was a day of infamy to the Pariſians ; but a 
day of glory to the houſe of Bourbon! 


The King's reſolute conduct had given to this inſurrection a different turn 
from that which the faction had deſigned it ſhould take; far from over- 


turning the tottering throne, it ſeemed to have given it additional ſtability ; 


all rational and moderate men reprobated the indignity offered to their So- 
vereign, and conceived the moſt violent indignation againſt the projettors of 
a plan evidently formed with a view to ſubvert the conſtitution. In ſhort, 


at this period, Lewis may be ſaid to have truly reigned; though, 3 


his reign proved of ſhort duration! 


As ſoon as the news of this inſurrection reached the frontiers of the king- 
dow, La Fayette repaired to the metropolis to expreſs the diſcontent of his 
troops. At the bar of the National Aﬀembly he preſented himſelf, in the 
name of his army, to demand of the legiſlative body the ſupport of the 
conſtitution, and the puniſhment of thoſe who had dared to violate it. This, 
indeed, was to requeſt the Aſſembly to inflict a puniſhment on themſelves, 
ſince they had not only paſſively acquieſced in the violation, but had actu- 
ally ſanctioned it by admitting the inſurgents into their hall: La Fayette, 
therefore, was expected, by all parties, to adopt ſome deciſive meaſure, in 

ſupport 
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ſupport of his requiſition ; but finding his friends leſs powerful than he ima- 
gined, and his popularity on the wane, he deemed it expedient to quit the 
capital, and return to the army. 


But previous to his departure, an attempt was made by the friends of 
the conſtitution, at whoſe inſtigation he had repaired to Paris, to, profit 
by his preſence. They maintained that the face of affairs was now chang- 
ed, fince the conſtitution had been violated in the perſon of the King; and 
they hoped to perſuade Lewis that the inſults he had ſuſtained effectually 
annulled the engagements he had contratted. With this view they repre- 
ſented to the miniſtry that the formidable epoch of the fourteenth of July 
was approaching ; and that it was time to determine his Majeſty to exert his 
conſtitutional rights. Their intention was to propoſe to the King to leave 
Paris, with his whole family, not in a clandeſtine manner, but by openly ap- 
prizing the Aſſembly, that he meant to eſtabliſh his reſidence at Compiegne; 
which would not prevent him from preſerving a communication with them, 
ſince he ſhould only make uſe of the privilege, accorded him by the conſti- 
tutional code, of reſiding within twenty leagues of the legiſlative body. It 
was intended that the letter to the Aſſembly ſhould be delivered at the mo- 
ment of his Majeſty's departure, and any obſtruction raiſed, by the Aſſembly, 
to this conſtitutional exertion of his rights, would have juſtified the oppoſition 
of the troops to the efforts of the Pariſian populace. The review of a legion 
of the national guards, ſuppoſed to be attached to the king, was appointed 
for a particular day, in order to ſound their diſpoſitions, and to communicate 
the plan to them; but Petion, being apprized of their intention, found 
means to prevent the review from taking place. ” 


The conduct of that magiſtrate, on the twentieth of June, whoſe pecu- 
liar province it was to maintain order in the metropolis, to prevent all tu- 
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multuous meetings, and to enforce, by all poſſible means, the preſervation 


of tranquillity, had excited the indignation of all honeſt men; and the de- 
partment of Paris had, very properly, ſuſpended him from his office. The 
King, who, according to the terms of the conſtitution, was to annul or ap- 
prove the deciſion of the department, actuated by motives of delicacy, at 
firſt, declined pronouncing in a cauſe in which he was a party concerned ; 
but the Aſſembly, glorying in his embarraſsment, and anxious to take ad- 
vantage of his judgment, obliged him to pronounce ſentence. Lewis ac- 
cordingly decided in conformity with the dictates of honour and juſtice, 


and confirmed the ſuſpenſion of Petion and his colleague, Manuel. But 


the ſcaſonable publication of a memorial, by the artful mayor, in which he 
profeſſed his determination never to cauſe the blood of the people to flow, 


which was by ſome conſtrued into an avowal of his intention to make no 


reſiſtance to any popular outrage that might be committed, giving ſtrength 
to the faction that eſpouſed his cauſe, ſoon produced a decree of the Aſſem- 
bly, which reſtored him to office—His reſentment, however, againſt his 
Sovereign was, doubtleſs, encreaſed by this circumſtance. 


On the fifth of July, the King appriſed the Aſſembly of his intention to 
celebrate the approaching anniverſary of the Confederation; and expreſſed 


his hopes that this feſtival would more ſtrongly cement all good patriots in 


their country's cauſe, and diſappoint the attempts of the factious. On the 


ſeventh, the Aſſembly, actuated by a ſudden impulſe of enthuſiaſm, which 


unfortunately produced no laſting impreſſion, unanimouſly declared their 
deteſtation of a Republican form of government, and their determination 
to maintain the conſtitution. A deputation was immediately appointed to 
convey the pleaſing intelligence to the King, who received it with the moſt 
heart-felt ſatisfaction; he flattered himſelf that the lowering clouds of faction 
were, at length, diſpelled, and that the reſtoration of internal trranquillity 


would 
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would ſecure to him the unreſtrained exerciſe of his lawful authority. Im- 
preſſed with theſe ideas, he haſtened to the Aſſembly, and, placing himſelf 
at the fide of the preſident, thus addreſſed the members: 


© Gentlemen, 
No ſpettacle can be more affecting to me than that general re- union of 
* opinion and ſentiment which has now taken place. This re- union has 
* long been the object of my ardent wiſhes, which are at laſt fulfilled. The 
Nation and the King are but one. The conſtitution will now become 
e the point of union, around which all Frenchmen will aſſemble, for the 
* purpoſe of protecting it from inſult or violation; and the King will ever 
* be the firſt to ſet them the example.” 


The applauſe with which this ſpeech was received, had ſuch an effect on 
the King, that the violence of his feelings almoſt impeded the power of 
utterance : In a tone which indicated the utmoſt emotion, he exclaimed— 
“The pleaſure which I feel is delicious!” He was then conducted to the 
palace, accompanied by a deputation ; and the Aſſembly broke up, amidſt 
the exclamations of Long live the Nation, F reedom, and the King!” 


Tranſient was the calm as the deluſive gleams of ſunſhine that precede 

a ſummer's ſtorm. The fourteenth of July, the day of the Federation, 
vas almoſt the laſt of the Monarch's tranquillity. The cries of faction, of 
« Long live Petion ] were then overpowered by the louder and more nu- 
merous exclamations of © Long live the Ring! Royalty triumphed for the 
laſt time; and if Lewis would have acceded to the propoſals that had 
been made him, a ſufficient number of troops, on whoſe fidelity he could 
rely, were then ready to brave any dangers, in order to favour his depar- 
ture from the capital. 


The 
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The King's ſteady rejection of all the plans which had hitherto been 
propoſed to him, did not deter another party, who were attached to mo- 
narchy, from attempting to procure his conſent to a ſcheme they had 
formed for ſecuring him an aſylum in Normandy. That province had in- 
variably diſplayed a ſettled attachment to the perſon of its ſovereigns ; its 
inhabitants, devoted to the peaceful occupations of agriculture and com- 
merce, felt the neceſſity of that repoſe which the threatened abolition of 
monarchy ſeemed peculiarly calculated to deſtroy ; and its capital, amidſt 
the diſtractions which convulſed the ſtate, and pervaded almoſt every part 
of the kingdom, had contrived to maintain a tolerable ſhare of order and 
tranquillity. The members of the different departments of the province 
were known friends to royalty; Rouen was provided with a faithful garri- 
ſon, under the conduct of the Duke of Liancourt; a conſiderable train of 
artillery had been ſent thither from Paris and Havre; and a houſe was 
hired, at a rent which juſtified the ſuſpicion that it was deſtined for the re- 
ſidence of ſome perſon of diſtinction. 


All neceſſary preparations for his departure and reception having been 
made, the plan was communicated to the King on the fifth of Auguſt. It 
was propoſed, that he ſhould leave the palace of the Thuilleries in the 
evening, accompanied by fifteen or ſixteen hundred national guards, who 
had promiſed to accompany him, and the Swiſs who uſually attended his 
perſon. At the extremity of the Elyfan Fields he would have been joined 
by the remainder of the Swils ; near three hundred horſe, being a part of 
his laſt conſtitutional guard; and a body of fifteen hundred gentlemen. 
This junction would have made his little army amount to three thouſand 
three hundred men, who would have eſcorted him to Pontoiſe, where he 
would have been provided with a reinforcement of troops, and with every 
neceſſary for enabling him to purſue his journey. The bridges would have 
been deſtroved behind him; and, in that ſituation, alike ſupported by the 
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department of the Somme and by that of Seine and Oiſe, the King would 
have had it in his power to chuſe between Amiens and Rouen, between 
La Fayette and Duport, Liancourt and Chapelier. But no perſuaſions 
could induce him to depart from the reſolution he had adopted: firm to his 
purpoſe, he refuſed, by quitting the metropolis, to plunge the kingdom 
into all the horrors of a civil war, and to reſign the field of battle, without 
a ſtruggle, to his inveterate enemies the Jacobins. 


On the third of Auguſt, the King ſent a letter to the National Aſſembly, 
reſpecting the manifeſto of the Duke of Brunſwick; although he declared 
at the ſame time, that, in hzs opinion, it did not bear ſufficient marks of 
authenticity. He aſſerted, that he had been averſe from the war, and had 
adopted that meaſure only in compliance with the unanimous opinion of 
his council, and the apparent wiſhes of his people; but that, ſince the de- 
elaration of war, he had neglected no meaſure that could tend to enſure 
its ſucceſs : that his efforts would augment in proportion to the urgency of 
events; and that he would att in concert with the Aſſembly, to render 


the evils inſeparable from war advantageous to the liberty and honour 
of the nation. 


When it was moved, that this letter (which contained many other patrio- 
tic expreſſions) ſhould be printed, which was the uſual mark of reſpect 
ſhewn by the Aſſembly to all papers that met its approbation, a violent 
oppoſition enſued ; many perſonal reflections were caſt on the unfortunate 
Monarch: one of the members, Iſnard, had the cowardly inſolence to give 
the lye to his ſovereign; and another obſerved, that the King had only 
been induced to write the letter, from his knowledge that a majority of the 


ſections were about to addreſs the Aſſembly to diveſt him of the crown. — 
The motion was negatived. 


On 
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On the ſame day Petion, at the head of a deputation of the common- 
council of Paris, and followed by a great number of people of the dif- 
ferent ſections, appeared at the bar of the Aſſembly, and preſented an ad- 
dreſs, which at once diſplayed his recollection of the mortification he had 
experienced from the King, and of his forgetfulneſs of the oath he had 
repeatedly taken to maintain and defend the conſtitution. ; 


It began by expreſſions of ſorrow for the neceſſity of accuſing the chief of 

the executive power; and proceeded to declare, that althou gh the people had 
great reaſon to be enraged againſt Lewis the Sixteenth, yet, as the appearance 
of anger did not become power, they would uſe the language of moderation. 
In this language of moderation, therefore, all the accuſations preferred againſt 
the King by his enemies, previous to his acceptance of the conſtitution, 
were enumerated with affected preciſion, accompanied by a declaration, 
that all thoſe crimes were obliterated, and covered by the pardon granted 
by the people. But the addreſſers obſerved, that they could not forbear 
to mention the King's ingratitude to a people who had behaved ſo gene- 
rouſly to him. They aſked, what right he had to expect they would re- 
place him on the throne, after he had attempted to fly from France, that 
he might reign at Coblentz ? Whether he had founded his expectation on 
his deſcent from a race of kings, among twenty of whom there was 
ſcarcely one tolerable? Yet the nation, they ſaid, had forgiven all, and re- 
ſtored the crown to him, ſince which moment he had never ceaſed to con- 
ſpire againſt the freedom of his country; that an army of traitors, led by 
his brothers, had invaded France; that, to avenge the cauſe of Lewis the 
Sixteenth, the execrable houſe of Auſtria wiſhed to add a new page to the 
hiſtory of its crimes; and, adopting the horrid idea of Caligula, was anxious, 
at one blow, to ſtrike off the heads of all the good citizens of France. 


This moderate addreſs, containing many more obſervations of a ſimilar 


tendency, coneluded by a requeſt, that the King might be decreed to have 
forfeited 
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forfeited the crown, and that the government might be placed in the hands 
of patriotic miniſters, named by the people, until a National Convention 


ſhould be aſſembled. 2 


The addreſs was honoured with the loudeſt applauſe from the people i in 


the galleries of the houſe, whoſe temper it was peculiarly calculated to 


pleaſe, and whoſe approbation and ſupport it was doubtleſs meant to con- 
ciliate. It muſt not, however, be forgotten, that of the forty-eight ſections, 
in whoſe names the mayor had ſpoken, two and twenty thought proper to 
diſavow their orator, and to diſclaim all participation in the addreſs. 


= That the minds of the people might not be ſuffered to cool, another ad- 
dreſs was preſented to the Aſſembly on the following day, ſigned by ſix 
hundred inhabitants of the ſection of Mauconſeil, who declared, that they 
had conceived the noble deſign of aſſuming their rights, of reſtoring liberty, 
and deſtroying deſpotiſm. Too long' —ſaid they —“ has a deſpicable 
_ © tyrant ruled over us: without troubling ourſelves with enumerating his 


r crimes, let us break this Coloſſus of deſpotiſm to pieces, and may the noiſe 


« of his fall reach to the uttermoſt parts of the earth, and make every tyrant 
grow pale!“ The addreſs concluded with an exhortation to break the 
oath of fidelity which had been ſworn to the King ; © becauſe,” ſaid the 
addreſſers, perjury is a virtue when an oath leads to the commiſſion of 
« a crime.” 


The applauſe which compoſitions of this deſcription experienced in the 
Aſſembly, tended, of courſe, to augment their number. Orr the ſixth of 
Auguſt, a tumultuous-crowd went from the Champ de Mars, with a roll 
of parchment, that had lain for eight days on the altar erected for the ce- 
remony of the Federation, where it had been ſigned by a great number of 


people of the different ſections, and was then brought to the door of the 


Aſſembly, as a petition, by a mob of both ſexes. After ſome oppoſition, 


G it 


RRR 


2 


2 4 C * r 
* 8 x b (* > I _ > Ae Bs Abit 22 
ann La NOS ALE 2 * 5 >. . n 2 _—— 
r _— * N F ale a Hr Pow" 4 eee E 8 


_ F 
F 2 
. - 4 1 27 1 
1 2 a d TS; 2 
MLA F q q C's 


. ²˙ V . . + A TITTY — OT 


+ 1. 
.= 
( A 


* ” 


42 _ 
—— - 
. 0 5 
= 2 — ** n 8 - C j 
CCT 
* 


9 


* wes _ * - 
K K . 6 2 5 
— + ? * ro - 
9 9 2 . 8 1 ts 


Ml PE * = — 
m * * 9 = 6 K mg N 3 4 
d 4 * 7 . 
* 4 » 1 3 n Ig * 
.... ˙ m na DT Sean =. 4 
* 


r 3 * : r 


> x Maas. Spano ry 


80 A NARRATIVE OF THE TRANSACTIONS 


it was ordered that twenty of them ſhould be admitted to the bar. While 
this petition was read, one perſon carried a pole, with a red cap on it, and this 
inſcription—* Deſtrufion to the perſecuting power Appeal to the people.“ 
The indignation of the Aſſembly was, however, excited by this daring in- 
ſolence, and the inſcriptions were ordered to be torn off. Though the peti- 
tion was highly inflammatory, and its peruſal took near an hour, it was liſ- 


tened to with patience; and a diſpoſition to accede to its prayer, was evinced 


by many members of the Aſſembly. 


The Aſſembly, notwithſtanding their recent renewal of the ſolemn obli- 
gation they had contracted, to live and die in defence of the conſtitution, 
determined ſo far to comply with the prayer of the petitions they had re- 


ceived, as formally to deliberate on the ſubject of the depoſition of the King, 
to whom they had taken an oath of fidelity; and the fatal tenth of Auguſt 


was appointed for the dangerous diſcuſſion. The Jacobins, however, had 
reſolved not to truſt to the tardy operations and indeciſive conduct of the 


Aſſembly, for the accompliſhment of their grand deſign: a mob, with minds 


inflamed, affections alienated, and hands prepared for acts of deſperation, 
was juſtly deemed the proper inſtrument for the deſtruction of a throne 
which had withitood the ſhocks of fourteen centuries. © 1f we cannot pro- 
* voke the people to riſe, by the tenth” —ſaid one of the molt active conſpira- 


tors we are loſt.” 


The King, who was apprized of theſe proceedings, had now the misfor- 
tune to find, that all the precautions he had taken for the preſervation of 
peace and unanimity, were rendered fruitleſs and abortive: the ſyſtem of 
repelling force by force, ſo repugnant to his inclinations, ſo afflict ing to his 
heart, he was finally compelled to adopt ; and, though regardleſs of his 
own perſonal ſafety, the preſervation of thoſe who were dearer to him than 
life, pointed out the neceſſity of making preparations for defending the 
Thuilleries in caſe of an attack. 
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The dreadful period was now arrived, at which friendſhip and loyalty 
were put to the ſevereſt teſt: death or deſertion was the only alternative; either 
meanly to forſake their Sovereign in the hour of calamity, or nobly to die 
in his defence. A ſmall but reſolute band preferred the latter. Among theſe 
might be counted ſome of the ancient nobility, who made this laſt ſacrifice 
to their principles, and whoſe diſintereſted virtue muſt infallibly command 
the reſpect of poſterity. Some had diſtinguiſhed themſelves, in the firſt Aſ- 
ſembly, by their efforts to improve the government of the ſtate, and melio- 
rate the condition of their countrymen ; but who, equally averſe from an- 
archy and deſpotiſm, were filled with a juſt dread of the evils which, they 
foreſaw, muſt reſult from a total ſubverſion of the monarchy. Some were 
the perſonal friends of the fallen Majeſty of France; impelled by gratitude, 
affection, or duty, they crowded round the tottering ſtandard of royalty, 
magnanimouſly reſolved to periſh with the government they approved, or 
the Monarch they loved. ey 


The Swiſs Guards, a reſpectable body of men, diſtinguiſhed for their 
temperance, frugality, valour, diſcipline, and loyalty, had, by repeated de- 
crees of the Aſſembly, obtained by the influence of the faction, been con- 
fiderably reduced; and even after the projected attack on the palace was 
publickly known, ſo late, indeed, as the ſeventh of Auguſt, the King had 
been obliged to diſmiſs three hundred of them. The number that remain- 
ed was ſeven hundred and thirty; and on the exertions of this ſmall but gal- 
lant band, the ſtrongeſt reliance for the defence of the palace was placed. 


The number of gentlemen and others, who repaired to the Thuilleries 
on this melancholy occaſion, is ſaid to have exceeded one thouſand ; but 
theſe being deemed inſufficient to oppole the efforts of the armed multitude 
deſtined to attack the palace, Maudat, the commander-general of the 
national guards, who was ſincerely attached to the conſtitution, having re- 
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| preſented to the mayor the apprehenſions which he entertained for the 
ſafety of the Royal Family, had obtained from that magiſtrate a written or- 
der to defend the palace with his whole force, and to repel any attack 
that might be made on it. A ſimilar order was given by Maudat him- 
ſelf to the Baron d'Erlach, accompanied by another to ſtrengthen the poſts - 
at the Thuilleries. The detachments of national guards, which the com- 
mander-general had ordered to the palace, upon this occaſion, are ſtated 
at about two thouſand four hundred men, with eleven pieces of cannon ; 
and to theſe muſt be added the Gendarmerie d Cheval, a body of cavalry 
amounting to nine hundred and twelve. 


The ninth of Auguſt was paſſed in tumultuous and diſturbed debates in 
the Aſſembly. Vaublanc, and ſome other members, ſuſpected of an attach- 
ment to their Sovereign, complained that they had been purſued, ill-treat- 
ed, and expoſed to the danger of aſſaſſination; and claimed the protection 
of che nation. As the Aſſembly manifeſted a diſpoſition to proceed with 
ſome degree of deliberation in che deciſion of the great queſtion relative to 
the depoſition of the King, the rage of the populace was greatly excited. 
The mayor appeared at the bar, and alledged that he could not be anſwer- 
able for the peace of the city; adding, that it was generally underſtood the 
alarm bell would be ſounded at midnight, and the palace aſſailed. 


At eleven oclock at night, Petion repaired to the Thuilleries, where he re- 
mained till between two and three in the morning; a circumſtance of which 
the factious availed themſelves, to favour the propagation of a report to the 
injury of the royal party, that he was either murdered or detained as a 
hoſtage. But the falſhood of this injurious report was ſpeedily proved by 
an order of the preſident of the National Aſſembly (which fat all night) for 
his appearance at the bar, where the mayor immediately preſented himſelf. 
He was afterwards, by his own deſire doubtleſs, put under an amicable 


arreſt, 
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arreſt, by his own party, at his houſe, being either aſhamed or afraid of 
appearing more openly in ſo diſgraceful a tranſaction. 

At midnight the tocſin was ſounded, and the drums beat to arms in eve- 

ry part of the city. The faction profited by this moment of confuſion, to 

enforce a meaſure that appeared neceſſary for the accompliſhment of their 
deſigns. As 1t was pretended that the preſent council of the Commune did 3 
not poſſeſs the confidence of the people, ſome few perſons from each of | I 
the ſections immediately aſſembled to elect a new one, which election took 4 
place without farther delay, to the excluſion of the whole municipality, Pe- [ 
tion, Manuel, and Danton alone excepted. © This ſelf. elected commune jy 
took immediate poſſeſſion of the Town-Hall, and proceeded to ſuch mea- | 
ſures as might moſt effectually promote the deſigns of the inſurgents. 4 
One of their firſt reſolutions proved fatal to the royal party. As Maudat i 
was known to be a determined ſupporter of the conſtitution ; as it was evi- * 
dent that his preſence would afford the ſtrongeſt encouragement to the na- | 1 
tional guards to perſevere in the diſcharge of their duty; and as the order 1 
which he had received from the mayor was an additional authority in the F 
eyes of the troops and of the people, it was determined, by any means, ls 
to deprive, the King of this eſſential ſupport. The creation of a new mu- ö j 
nicipality was not known at the palace; and, under the cover of this delu- 4 
ſion, a meſſage was diſpatched to Maudat, requiring his attendance at the 1 
Town-Hall, under the pretence that they had ſomething of the utmoſt im- ir 
portance to communicate to him. Maudat was, at that moment, occupied 1 
in aſſigning to the detachments of the national guards their different poſts; 4 
and, as if ſuſpicious of a conſpiracy againſt his life, he heſitated to. obey ; ; | 
the order. A new meſſage, more preſling than the former, was therefore 4 
ſent; and Rœderer, juſtly ſuſpected of being an accomplice in the plot, 1 
joined 4 
1 
4 
1 
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joined with two other municipal officers, who were preſent, in perſuading him 
to obey the commands of the civil power. He left the palace about four 
in the morning, and proceeded to the 'Town-Hall, accompanied by a ſin- 
gle aid-· de camp. 79 e | 


The ſurprize of this officer, on entering the apartment in which the new 
I municipality was aſſembled, may be more eaſily conceived than expreſſed ; 
YH nor was the abrupt accuſation of having projected a ſcheme for the maſſa- 
| cre of the people, in the leaſt calculated to diminiſh it. After a ſhort in- 
| terrogation, he was ordered to the priſon of the Abbey; but, as he deſcend- 
0 ed the ſteps, he was ſhot through the head with a piſtol, and inſtantly diſ- 
| patched with ſpears and ſabres. Santerre, a brewer, who had recently con- 
| trated an intimacy with the proprietor of the Palais-Royal, a wretch, 
| whoſe name pollutes the page of hiſtory, was appointed, by the ſame au- 
| thority, to the command of the national guard, which, however, he did not 
| immediately aſſume. 
43 The Royal Family had paſſed the night in the moſt dreadful anxiety ; and 
| the children alone had retired to reſt. At a quarter before eleven, a Marſeil- 
| lois, in his ſhirt, with his ſabre drawn, inſulted a Swiſs centinel, at one of the 
5 | poſts at the palace, exclaiming—* Wretch, this is the laſt time that you will 
C ; | * mount guard ; we are going to exterminate you! At half paſt five the 
| 1 Z oe King was requeſted to viſit all the poſts, and to encourage, by his preſence, 
| thoſe brave men who had generouſly devoted themſelves to the defence of 
| 85 his perſon, his family, his crown, and the conſtitution. In bis firſt viſit, 
3 confined to the interior parts of the palace, he was accompanied by the 


Queen, the royal children, the Princeſs de Lamballe, and ſome other 
ladies of diſtinction. The diſpoſition of the troops, in this quarter, was 
ſuch as ſeemed to juſtify the ſatisfaftion expreſſed by his Majeſty. 
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At ſix o' clock the King proceeded to the court-yards, attended by de 
Boiſſieu and de Menou, camp-mareſchals; de Maillardor and Bachinan, 
officers of the Swiſs guards; de Lajeard, ancient ſecretary at war; de 
Sainte-Croix; de Briges; and the Prince de Poix. He was there ſaluted 
with the grateful acclamation of Vive le Roz! by the Swiſs; and it was 
echoed by the national guards. The cannoniers, however, and the' batta- 
lion of the Croix-Rouge, perſiſted in ſhouting Vive la Nation! 


As the national guards were deprived of their commander, and, conſe- 
quently, at that moment were governed by no effective authority, the ex- 
ample of the artillery ſpeedily became contagious; and their unruly and in- 
decent conduct ſoon evinced how little dependance was to be placed upon 
their fidelity. | 

While the King was employed in reviewing the troops, two freſh bat- 
talions entered the court-yards, mingled with pike-men, who encouraged 
the diſaffection of the cannoniers ; and as they filed off before his Majeſty, 
had the audacity to load him with inſults, and to exclaim, Vive Petion! 
Vive la Nation ! 


On the terrace of the palace ſeveral batialions were drawn up ; among 
which were thole of the diſtricts of the Filles St. Thomas, and of the Pe- 
tits-Peres: a party of grenadiers belonging to this troop ſurrounded the 

King, and preſſed him ſo earneſtly to go and review the body of reſerve 
poſted at the Pont-Tournant, that he ſuffered himſelf to be conducted thi- 
ther, in ſpite of the repreſentations of one of his attendants, who was fear- 
ful he might be ſuddenly attacked by the battalions, mingled with pike- men, 
' which were ſtationed on the terrace, and exclaimed aloud—*Down with the 
ce veto / Down with the traitor ]“ From that moment, the hopes which had 
been founded on the reſiſtance of the national guards were annihilated. 


The 
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The King was highly ſatisfied with the diſpoſition of the troops ſtationed 

at the poſt of the Pont-Tournant ; but, on his return, he was expoſed to a 
danger that greatly alarmed his attendants. An ill-looking fellow, who had 

. Joined his eſcort, ſeemed every moment diſpoſed to make an attempt on 
his life : but the vigilance and attention of one of the national guards, 

who, having watched all his motions, and thought he perceived a poniard 

under his coat, kept cloſe by him, and prevented the accompliſhment of his 
deſign. The inſulting language, and ſeditious ſhouts, by which the ears of the 
King were now aſſailed, had ſuch an effect on one of the grenadiers, that 

he fainted away on his return to the palace. 


The force deſtined for the defence of the Thuilleries was conſiderably di- 

miniſhed by the baſe deſertion of four battalions; two of which, thoſe of 

: the Filles St. Thomas, and the Petits-Peres, marched out of the gate lead- 
ing to the Pont-Royal, where they poſted themſelves with their cannon, 


P 4 No 2 Waiting for the arrival of the Marſeillois, with whom they had determined 
=_ | to act. The other two battalions diſbanded ; but a ſtrong detachment of 
1 them left the palace, and took poſt in the Carouſel, with two pieces of can- 


4 non; where they ſtopped all the freſh battalions that were marching to the 
I relief of the Thuilleries. 


%. 


One pretext for theſe deſertions was, the loyal diſpoſition of the Swiſs ; 
and the daſtards allo endeavoured to excuſe their own cowardice and diſloy- 
alty by affecting to miſtruſt the intentions of the two hundred and ten gen- 
tlemen who were diſtributed in the different apartments of the palace. 


Theſe gentlemen had formed themſelves into regular companies of life- 
guards, each of which was commanded by a general officer; and, as moſt 
of them were trained to arms, they formed, in an admirable manner, 
for the protection of che interior of the palace; and, animated by en- 
chuſiaſm 
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thuſiaſm and def pair, would undoubtedly have made a moſt gallant de- 
fence, had the King remained at their head. A ſmall body of grena- 


diers of the national guards, interſperſed among the gentlemen, was ad- 


dreſſed in ſtrong and pathetic terms by the King and Queen. Gen- 


© tlemen”—ſaid the latter every thing that is dear to you, your wives, 


* your children, your property, all now depend on our exiſtence : as our 
_ © intereſt is the ſame, you ought not to have the leaſt miſtruſt of theſe 
* brave ſervants, who will partake in your dangers, and will defend you 
© to the laſt,” —The King alſo addreſſed them with firmneſs and dignity. 


Penetrated with the enthuſiaſm of loyalty, an involuntary tear ſtarted 


into every eye; the national grenadiers loaded their pieces in preſence 
of their Majeſties, and, in language more _ expreſſive than words, every 
man appeared to profeſs his intention to die for his ſovereign. 


At this inſtant, De Belair, the commander of a legion, repreſented 
to the Queen, that a great part of the national guards were alarmed 
at the collection of troops in the interior of the palace; but her Ma- 


jeſty replied, — Nothing ſhall ever ſeparate us from theſe gentlemen, - 


* who are our moſt faithful friends. They will partake in the dan- 


gers of the national guard; they will obey you. Place them at the 
« mouth of a cannon, and they will ſhew you how to die for your 


* King.“ 


a 
1 


During theſe tranſactions, M. Dupont, a member of the Conſlituent 


Aſſembly, who was ſtationed at the palace, with a battalion which he 


commanded, drew up a' petition to the N ational Aſſembly; the object 


of which was to require that the federates from Marſeilles ſhould be 


ordered to return home: but this petition, though ſigned by great num- 
bers, had no effect. 
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A quarter before eight, a municipal officer entered the council-cham- 
ber, where the King and the Royal Family were fitting ; and, on be- 


ing aſked by De Joly, the keeper of the ſeals, what the populace de- 


manded, ſaid “ The King's depofition.” © Well, then”—replied, the latter, 
let the Aſſembly pronounce it.” The Queen then interrupted the con- 


| tas. to aſk what, in that caſe, would become of the King; a 


queſtion which diſconcerted the municipal officer; who held down his 
head and was ſilent. 

Rcederer now entered the chamber, at the head of the department; 
and his firſt words were No perſon ſhall interpoſe between the King 
« and the department.” He requeſted to ſpeak with the King and 
Queen in private: he proceeded to repreſent the imminent danger 


which, at this moment, impended over the head of their Majeſties, and 


all who were attached to them: he affured them, that very few of the 
national guard were. to be depended upon, and that the greater part of 
them were totally corrupted ; that, inſtead of defending the palace, 
they would inſtantly join the aſſailants; that the number of the inſur- 
gents was fuch, as it would be madnefs to oppoſe; and entreated, that 
they would go to the National Aſſembly, as to the only afylum which 


was open to them. The Queen, whoſe penetration led her to ſuſpect 


a conſpiracy, and whoſe ſtrength of mind was ever more diſpoſed to 
firm reſiſtance than ſervile ſubmiſſion, oppoſed, with energy, the trea- 
cherous propoſal of Rœderer, and aſſured two perſons, in whom ſhe 
confided; that ſhe would rather be nailed to the walls than quit the 
palace. Being aſſured, however, by that officer, that the King's death, 
and that of her whole family, would be the inevitable conſequence of 
her refufal, ſhe, at length, complied : they ftriily forbade their noble 
friends to accompany them ; but it ws: with grief and reluctance that 
| ; they 
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they ſubmitted to the command of their beloved maſter, to ſeparate them- 
ſelves from his perſon in that hour of danger and diſtreſs, 


The King met with no interruption in croſſing the Thuilleries to 
the ſtair-caſe, leading to the terrace of the Feuillans; but there he was 
detained more than a quarter of an hour by the populace, who ex- 
claimed We will have no more tyrants Death death!” The direc- . 
tors of the department at length prevailed on the multitude to give way; 
and a man, of the name of Rochet, one of the moſt forward of the 
inſurgents, ſnatched the Dauphin out of the Queen's arms, and carried 
him to the Aſſembly. 


The legiſlative body, at the moment their Majeſties entered, were en- 
gaged in a tumultuous debate, on the motion for ſending a deputation 
to conduct the King and the Royal Family to the Hall. As ſoon as 
he entered, the King placed himſelf by the ſide of the Preſident, and 
thus addreſſed the Aﬀembly—*I am come here to prevent a great 
* crime—Among you, gentlemen, I believe myſelf in ſafety.” The 
King and Queen were accompanied by their ſon and daughter; the fix 
miniſters of ſtate; M. de Montmorin, governor of Fontainebleau; the 
Prince de Poix ; Meſſieurs D' Hervilli, De Tourzel, and De Brizes ; two 
other gentlemen of the houſhold ; and the municipal officer, Leroulx,— 
A voluntary deputation of the members had proceeded to the door of 
the Hall to introduce them. 


A . having obſerved, that, according to the conſtitution, the de- 
liberative functions of the Aſſembly were ſuſpended by the King, it became 
a matter of ſome embarraſſment to know where to diſpoſe of the unfor- 
tunate monarch ; ſome were for placing him at the bar, and others in 
the Salleries: After waiting, for ſome time, the event of this important 


H 2 debate, 
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debate, the Royal Family ſeated themſelves on the benches d6tined for 
the miniſtry : but this was ſtill. objected to; and it was, at laſt, obſerv- 
ed, that they might be accommodated in a ſmall box, about ten feet 
ſquare, and fix feet high, behind the Prefident's chair, ſeparated by an 


iron grating, and which had been appropriated to the editors of a newſ- 


paper, at that time well known, under the title of the Logographe, 
but fince ſuppreſſed for its accurate repetition of the ſpeeches and pro- 
ceedings of the members, to the total deſtruction of many oratorical 
reputations. In this confined ſituation the Royal Family ſpent fifteen. 
hours, on a burning hot day, * to imminent danger, and loaded 


with —— 


It would be foreign from the purpoſe of this Narrative, to relate 
the horrid tranſactions, which took place at the palace, after the King's 
departure. Suffice it to obſerve, that at nine o'clock, Weſtermann, 
the leader of the inſurgents, knocked at the gate of the Cour-Royale, 
and was refuſed admittance : the gate, however, was ſoon forced open, 
when the cannoniers joined the rabble, and turned their cannon againſt 
the palace; that, in about a quarter of an hour, five of the Swiſs, 
poſted at the foot of the great ſtair- caſe, were ſucceſſively ſeized by a 
party of the Sans Culottes, and after their arms were taken from them, 
though they had made no reſiſtance, were maſſacred in cold blood. 
Then, and not till then, did M. de Caſtelberg execute the order he had 
received—through the Baron D' Erlach—from the commander of the 
national guards, who had himſelf received it from the mayor, to repel 
force by force, and command his men to fire. The gallant defence of 
thoſe brave fellows, who for ſome time ſucceſsfully repelled the attacks 
of an immenſe multitude, at once cowardly and ferocious, and did not 
relax in their efforts, until reſtrained from farther reſiſtance by a poſi- 
tive order from the King, will infallibly command the reſpect of future 


ages, 
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ages, while the hand of valour ſhall decorate their tombs with never- 
fading laurels, and the pen of hiſtory conſecrate their memory. 


When the report of the cannon was firſt heard in the Aſſembly, 
one of the members, ſtarting from his ſeat, as if panic-ſtricken, exclaim- 
ed, Do you hear ?—They are now endeavouring to deſtroy free- 
« dom, and re-eſtabliſh deſpotiſm. Our enemies have been encouraged 
te by our ſupineneſs. Let us rouſe with the people—Let us ſwear to 
e maintain liberty and equality!“ The whole Aſſembly, like a band of 

puppets moved by the ſame ſpring, were inſtantly on their legs, with 
their right-hands extended, and repeated the words, they had ſo often 
pronounced before—* Yes, we ſwear ! The firſt part of the obſerva- 
tion, which operated as the ſtimulus to this unanimous impulſe, it muſt 
be confeſſed, was curious; for the only deſtruction, which was then 
going forward, was the deſtruction of the palace, and its gallant de- 
| fenders; and the only eſtabliſhment, that of the ſovereignty of the mob, 
which is, indeed, deſpotiſm of the worſt ſpecies, but certainly not that 
kind of deſpotiſm to which the ſagacious member alluded. 


A ſubſequent decree placed all property and perſons under the ſafe- 
guard of the people of Paris; and the applauſe excited by this w/e 
determination, ſoon after encreaſed by the entrance of a deputation from 
the new ſelf· elected municipality The aſſaſſins of Maudat — preceded 
by three banners, on which were inſcribed— Liberty !—Country !—Equa- 


« .lity !”—The orator of the band ou addreſſed the Oy 


ce « Legiſlators! The new magiſtrates of the . appear at your bar; 
60 « the dangers of the country ſuperinduced our nomination, conſecrated 
by circumſtances, and of which our patriotiſm will render us worthy. 


8 The people, at length, tired of being * of the perſidy of the 


# « court, 
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court, and its miniſters of i intrigue, have thought it time to endeavour to 


ſave the empire, on the brink of ruin. 


© Legiſlators, all that remains to be done, is for us to ſecond the 


exertions of the people. We come here, in their name, to urge you 


to the adoption of meaſures for the public ſafety. Petion, Manuel, 


and Danton are ſtill gur colleagues. Santerre is at the head of the 
armed force. Let traitors tremble in their turn. This day is the 
triumph of civic urtue , 


The blood of the people has been ſhed; foreign troops who 


have remained within our walls only by a new crime of the exe- 


cutive power, have fired upon the citizens. Our unhappy brethren 


have left behind them widows and orphans. 


The 3 uho have deputed us to you, have inſtructed us to 
declare, that they can acknowledge no other judges of the extraor- 
dinary meafures, which neceſſity and reſiſtance to oppreſſion, have 
led them to adopt, than the French people, your On: 6 and 
aura, united in the primary aſſemblies. 


\ 


What the © King ſuffered from an addreſs of this nature, followed by 


the moſt indecent plaudits, may be eafily conceived. But, indeed, the 


indignities he experienced on this diſaſtrous day, have only been equal- 


led by the ſufferings of our unhappy monarch, Charles the Firſt, when 


expoſed to the cowardly inſults of the philoſophers of that age. 


It muſt be acknowledged, however, that the deliberations of the Na- 


tional Aſſembly could be no longer ſaid to be free; they were over- 
awed by a clamorous multitude in the galleries, aptly - denominated 
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by one of the members, © ferocious brutes ; and by troops of ruffians 
without, who threatened the lives of thoſe who dared to think, to 
ſpeak, or act for themſelves. Appalled by terror, they drew up and 
paſſed, with confuſed precipitation, a ſeries 'of decrees; declaring the 
executive power ſuſpended; the authority given by the conſtitution to 
Lewis the Sixteenth from that moment revoked; and inviting the peo- 
ple to meet in primary aſſemblies, and to form a National Convention, 
which, by a ſubſequent decree, was appointed to meet on the twen- 
tieth of the enſuing month, September. On the following day, the mi- 

niſters appointed by the King were declared to have forfeited the con- 
fidence of the nation, and a new executive council was appointed, and 
conſiſted of Roland, for the home department; 


- Servan, for that of 
war; and Claviere, for the finance. Le Brun was nominated miniſter 


of foreign affairs; Monge, of the marine; and Danton—a miſcreant 
who, bred to phyſic, knew nothing of the art, but how to kill—was 
appointed miniſter of * 


* 


The Royal Family remained under the ſame roof with the Aſſembly 
until the thirteenth of Auguſt. The entrance into the ſmall box, which 
they occupied, was behind from the corridor, through a ſmall cloſet 
which was the only place into which they could retire; and they came 

Into the box before nine in the morning of the tenth, and remained 
till midnight, when they were conducted to an adjacent committee- 
room, where they paſſed the night, returning to the box about' ten in 
the morning. On the two following days they retired about ten at 
night, They were under the neceſſity of taking every refreſhment 
they needed throughout the day, in the little cloſet adjoining the box. 
On the tenth the King took nothing but a ſmall biſcuit, and a glaſs 
of lemonade; the Queen, only a baſon of ſoup. On the ſubſequent 


days 
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| days they had their dinner from a neighbouring fraiteur, which was 
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ſerved in the ' ſame cloſet. Their ſole occupation, during this time, 
was liſtening to the debates of the Aſſembly, a puniſhment aggravated 
by the perſonal abuſe with which they were frequently interſperſed. 
One member, Chabot, who had paſſed his life in preaching charity, 
penitence, meekneſs, humility, and forgiveneſs, in the garb of a Capu- 
chin Friar, in the midſt of his ſpeech, ſaid, © That all the blood-ſhed 


of the tenth, and all the miſeries of the country, were owing to the 


“ perjury and treaſon of that traitor ! “ pointing to the King. 


It had become an object of diſcuſſion, how to diſpoſe of the Royal 


Family. The National Aſſembly, at firſt, decreed, that they ſhould be 


lodged in the palace of Luxembourg; but this decree was revoked, on 
the repreſentations of one of the ſections, that there were ſubterraneous 


paſſages belonging to that building, by which the King might be car- 
ried off, Before this point was ſettled, a petition was preſented to the 
Aſſembly, reproaching them with having decreed only the ſuſpenſion of 
the King, when all France wiſhed for his depolition. 5 


bs Why wait for the adenal Cunccntine; "Ay laid the petitioners— 


„% The people are ready to ſanction your decrees. Lewis the Sixteenth 


4 js loaded with the curſes of the nation. He baſely abandoned his 
% palace, that the aſſaſſins of the people might act more boldly. He 
came among you for no other purpoſe, but to pronounce your con- 
“ demnation, if his troops had been victorious. Widows and wretched 
« infants call to you for vengeance. Can any of you be unwilling to 
become the ſevere judge of the flagitious Lewis? Give orders to your 
“ generals to cauſe the declarations of the rights of man to be read to 
« every people, and to proclaim war againſt all tyrants,” 


At 
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At the inſtigation of the Commune de Paris, it was at length decreed, 
that the King ſhould reſide in the Temple, whither the Royal Family were 
accordingly conducted on the thirteenth of Auguſt. As they entered the 
carriage, ſome perſon remarked, that they were putting too many into the 
coach; on which his Majeſty, with a look of good-humour, replied, 
Not at all; M. Petion knows that I can ſupport a much longer journey, 
e with a great many in the carriage: —alluding to his return to Paris from 
Varennes, when the King, Queen, Dauphin, and Madame Elizabeth, with 
Barnave and Petion, were all in the ſame coach. As they paſſed along the 
ſtreets, the confluence of people was prodigious; and, to encreaſe the 
diſtreſs of the Royal Captives, the mob inſiſted that the windows of the 
carriage ſhould be kept down. In going through the Place Vendome, 
whether from accident or deſign, the carriage was ſtopped a conſiderable 
time near the overturned ſtatue of the Fourteenth Lewis: but no farther 


interruption was experienced, and the Royal Family fortunately reached 


the Temple in ſafety. 
The. Princeſs Lamballe ; Madame Tourzelle, governeſs of the Royal 
children ; and ſome other of the Queen's temale attendants, were conveyed 


to the Temple at the ſame time. 


The faction having thus far ſucceeded in their attempts to promote the 


abolition of the Monarchy, it now only remained to effect the deſtruction of 
the Monarch ; for which purpoſe they had again recourſe to their uſual arts 


of calumny and falſehood. All the King's friends were either inhumanly 
maſſacred, or compelled to fly their country; the liberty of the preſs was 
totally aboliſhed, and the propagation of republican ſentiments induſtriouſly 
enforced; and papers, ſaid to be found in the Tuilleries, tending to expoſe 


the pretended conſpiracies of the court, were ſedulouſſy circulated through- 


out the kingdom. 
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In the mean time, in the Gardens of the Tuilleries, in the Place de 
Louis Quinze, and in the Palais Royal, men were ſeen mounted on chairs, 
haranguing to ſmall circles formed around them. The continual theme 
of theſe orators, hired for the purpoſe, was the treachery of the King, and 
the profligacy of the Queen, whom they generally diſtinguiſhed by the 
appellation of Monſieur and Madame Veto. The ſtage too was proſtituted 


to the ſame purpoſe, and no pieces were ſuffered to be repreſented but 


ſuch as were calculated to inſpire ſentiments and paſſions favourable to the 
ſecond Revolution, for the inſurrection of the tenth of Auguſt was already 
dignified with that name. 


In a petition preſented to the National Aſſembly, ſome few days after 


the impriſonment of the Royal Family, the following inhuman requiſition 


appeared Let all communication between Lewis the Sixteenth and his 
* wife be ſtopped. France will be ſaved when that Medicis ſhall no longer 
* have it in her power to inſpire her fury into the ſoul of this new Charles 
„ the Ninth.” What reſemblance can be found between the characters 
here brought into compariſon with each other, it would puzzle even 
Republican ingenuity to demonſtrate !—Had the unhappy Lewis poſſeſſed 
one atom of the diſpoſition of the ſanguinary kero of St. Bartholomew's 
day, it is highly probable the French Revolution would never have 
taken place. 


But the truth of their aſſertions appeared of little conſequence to the 
deſigning and diſaffected, ſo that they tended to keep alive a ſpirit of re- 
ſentment againſt their captive Monarch and his afflicted Conſort. On the 
twenty-ninth of Auguſt, a member of the National Aſſembly thus ad- 
dreſſed his comrades : © Be aſſured that there ſtill exiſts a conſpiracy in 
Paris; every minute part of which it is your duty to trace. The vigi- 


* lance of the guards at the. Temple has been lulled. The priſoners there 
© have 
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have found means of communication with the traitors at Coblentz. Is 
it not enough that ſhe ſtill breathes, without your permitting her to 
renew her counter-revolutionary plots ? Deprive her of the means of 
correſponding with our enemies, and let the weighty nullity of Lewis 
the Sixteenth have no correſpondence of any kind, except with his ſhame 
© and his remorſe. 


« I require, in the firſt place, that ſearch may be made for the preſs of 
which the conſpirators make uſe ;—in the ſecond place, that all the mem- 
bers of the King's family ſhall be ſeparately confined, without any com- 
munication with each other, or with any perſon out of the priſon.” 


The firſt of theſe articles was adopted by the Aſſembly ; the others were 
rejected. 


Such were the inflammatory arts employed by the faction, as preparatory 
to the projected maſſacres of the ſecond of September; conceived and ac- 
compliſhed under the auſpices and direction of Danton, and his execrable 
aſſociates. To aggravate the rigours of confinement, it had been reſolved 
to deprive the illuſtrious Captives in the Temple—who, robbed of every 
thing by the inſurgents, had been indebted to the attention of Lady 
Sutherland, the Ducheſs of Grammont, and the Duke de Choiſeul, even for 
a change of linen—of that conſolation which friendſhip alone can beſtow in 

the hour of calamity. Thoſe faithful attendants, who had ſhared all their 
dangers, and all their perſecutions, were torn from them, and committed 
to different priſons. The Princeſs de Lamballe, not more diſtinguiſhed 
for the ſplendor of her perſonal charms, than for the poſſeſſion of every 
virtue that dignifies the mind, and gives additional luſtre to beauty, had 
been conveyed to the Hotel de la Force; and being known to be the 
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Queen's particular friend, ſhe was marked, by the aſſaſſins of the ſecond of 
September, as a fit object to glut their ſanguinary rage. | 


The Princeſs was in bed when ſummoned to appear before a ſelf- elected 


tribunal within the priſon, prepared to ſanction murder by a vain mockery 


of legal forms. Heſitating, at firſt, to obey the dreadful citation, ſhe was 
told that death would be the conſequence of her diſobedience. She there- 
fore put on her clothes in haſte, and was conducted before the pretended 
judges, who were two municipal officers, Hebert and UHuillier. The dread- 
ful ſcene that now preſented itſelf to her fight inſtantaneouſly deprived 
her of her ſenſes :—the ground was ſtrewed with reeking inſtruments of 
death ; before her ſtood the executioners with blood-ſtained hands ; and 
her ears were ſaluted with the dreadful ſhrieks and groans of murdered 


victims expiring in the ſtreet. As ſoon as the beauteous captive. recovered 


herſelf ſufficiently to attend to the queſtions that were put to her, her 
examination began. Having declared her name and quality, ſhe was 
aſked whether ſhe had any knowledge of the plots of the court on the 
tenth of Auguſt ? but all efforts to extort from her any thing that could. 
tend to criminate the Queen, or any part of the Royal Family, proving 
ineffectual, the judges concluded her examination by ordering her to 
ſwear that ſhe would preſerve Liberty and Equality, and hate the King, 
the Queen, and Royalty. To the firſt part of the oath the Princeſs ob- 
ſerved, ſhe would willingly accede ; but her heart revolted too much at 
the laſt, to ſuffer her to pronounce it ; nor could the exhortations of a 


by-ſtander, who, in a whiſper, aſſured her that death would be the cer- 
tain conſequence of her refuſal, induce her to comply. 


The judge having given orders to releaſe her, which, by thoſe who 
appear to have been well acquainted with the manceuvres of this horrid 


tribunal, 
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tribunal, has been ſaid to be equivalent to a ſignal for her aſſaſſination, 
the Princeſs was conducted out of the priſon; but ſhe had no ſooner en- 
tered the ſtreet, than ſhe received from behind a violent blow on the head 
with a ſabre, which inſtantly produced a violent effuſion of blood. In this 
ſituation ſhe was ſupported by two men, who laid hold of her arms, and 
forced her to continue her progreſs over the mangled bodies that lay 
around her. She fainted every moment from loſs of blood ; and when, 
at laſt, ſhe became ſo enfeebled as to be unable to proceed any farther, ſhe 
was ſuffered to fall on the palpitating bodies of her fellow- victims, and 
her ſufferings were terminated by the pikes of the aſſaſſins. The corpſe 
was ſpeedily ſtripped, and expoſed to the fight and inſult of a licentious 
mob. In this poſition it remained upwards of two hours; and as the 
blood which flowed from the wounds disfigured its fair form, ſome wretches, 
who were placed there for the purpoſe, waſhed it away, and pointed out 
its beauties, with ſuitable comments, to the ſpectators. After a ſeries of 


indignities, too ſhocking to relate, the limbs were ſevered from the body, 


and, being diſtributed to different troops of Cannibals, were dragged 
through the ſtreets. The head, fixed upon a pike, was firſt carried to the 
Abbey of St. Anthony, where it was ſhown to an intimate friend of the 


murdered Princeſs ; and, in order to complete this refinement of cruelty, 


which the Devil himſelf muſt have ſuggeſted, it was thence conveyed to 


the Temple, for the horrid purpoſe of wounding the feelings of the Royal 


Family, and of the Queen in particular, with the agonizing ſight. 


This violation .of humanity was ſanctioned by the approbation of the 


Commiſſaries at the Temple, who beſtowed on the unbridled fury of the 
mob the appellation of © a juſt vengeance; and conlented not only to ad- 
mit a certain number of the aſſaſſins into the court, to carry the head in 
triumph before the windows of the royal apartment—* that thoſe who had 
* conſpired to betray the country, might behold the fatal termination of 


8 their 


Fo 
their plots ;"—but even to advertiſe the King and Queen of their re- 
quiſition and approach. The head was accordingly placed before the 
window; and the King was, by the commander of the National Guard, 
compelled to obſerve it: the Queen and the Princeſs Elizabeth were 


fortunately prevented, by a temporary deprivation of their lenſes, from 
= 5 beholding the horrid 2 
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1 | While the ſituation of the King was rendered more deplorable by the 

perſecuting ſpirit of his adverſaries, and the miſeries of captivity were 
| heightened by malicious indignities and ſtudied inſults, the new Convention 
| | | met on the twenty-firſt of September, and appeared to be compoſed of the 
0 refuſe of the two preceding aſſemblies. Lowneſs of ſtation, and violence 
of temper, had been conſidered as eſſential qualifications in the character of 
a repreſentative; and, it has been juſtly obſerved, that from ſuch a body 
of men, but little of wiſdom, little. of unanimity, little of moderation, 
could be expected. They accordingly ſoon ſplit into factions, and diſ- 
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graced the very name of a legiſlature by altercation, abuſe, and even ma- 
nual conteſt, 


At the firſt meeting of this extraordinary Convention, Collot d'Herbois, 
a ſtrolling player, mounted the Tribune, and, with as much coolneſs and 
as little circumlocution as if the demolition of a theatre had been the ob- 
ject of his motion, propoſed the eternal abolition of Royalty in France. 
This propoſal, which tended to ſubvert a conſtitution, that every man in 
the kingdom had ſworn to maintain, was ſtrenuouſly ſupported by one of 
the conſtitutional prelates, Biſhop Gregoire, who ſupplied the want of 
argument by an abundance of rhetorical flowers. The following ſpecimen 
of his logic is truly curious :—* The word *King' is ſtill a taliſman, whoſe 


* magic power may tend to the creation of many diſorders ; therefore the 


#* abolition of Royalty is neceſſary. Kings are, in the moral world, that 
* which 
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* which monſters are in the natural : courts are always the centre of 
* corruption, and the workſhop of crimes.” 


As the confidence and preſumption of men are generally found to in- 
creaſe in proportion to their ignorance, it will not be deemed ſurpriſing, 
that an Aſſembly, compoſed as this was, ſhould receive ſuch a motion as 
if it had been the immediate effect of divine inſpiration. The obſerva- 
tion of Bazire, that a decree ſo important required ſome little diſcuſſion, 
was treated as an inſult to the underſtanding of the members; the pro- 
polal of Herbois was unanimouſly adopted ; and the abolition of Royalty 
voted by acclamation. Thus was the death-bed prediction of that ſenſible 
profligate Mirabeau, that with him the French Monarchy would die, com- 
pletely verified. 


By the adoption of this violent meaſure, the Aſſembly reduced their 
Sovereign to a ſituation the moſt extraordinary, and the moſt diſtreſſing : 
forcibly expelled from his palace by a rebellious mob; impriſoned by the 
very power to which he had fled for protection; and, finally, deſpoiled of 
his lawful authority, without a hearing, without a trial, and even without 
a charge, legally preferred. The members of the Convention, aware of 
the imputation to which ſuch condutt muſt inevitably ſubject them, re- 


ſolved to ſanction one act of injuſtice by another, and to try the Monarch, 


on whom they had already inflicted the ſevereſt pumſhment affixed, by the 
' conſtitutional code, to crimes of the higheſt magnitude. 


Two queſtions now naturally occurred :—What crimes has Lewis com- 
mitted ? and, What court is competent to try him ?—A lawyer would 
probably have been puzzled to find a ſatisfactory anſwer to theſe queſtions; 


but the Aſſembly, whoſe eminent {kill in the ſubjugation of impediments 


has already been demonſtrated, eaſily removed all difficulties ; and, after 
pointing 
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pointing out the means of ſupplying accuſations, determined, by virtue of 
their omnipotence, to unite, in their own perſons, the hitherto incompatible 
characters of accuſers and judges. The plunder of the Palace afforded 
the grounds of their proceeding ; and the papers which had been ſeized in 
the King's apartment, were previouſly declared, by theſe conſiſtent judges, 


to be amply ſufficient to ſubſtantiate the guilt of the Royal Culprit. Thoſe 


papers, indeed, had already paſſed through various hands; but this cir- 
cumſtance was deemed inſufficient to affect their authenticity, and a com- 
mittee was accordingly appointed to inſpect and arrange them, and alſo to 
collect evidence againſt the unhappy Lewis from every other channel. It 
is neceſſary to obſerve, that this committee was compoſed of men who had 


invariably profeſſed and eincn the moſt violent nf n the 


ſallen Monarch. 


Several weeks were employed in this nefarious inveſtigation; and, at 
length, when every circumſtance that wore even the ſmalleſt appearance 
of criminality, had been carefully ſelected from the heterogenous maſs, it 
was determined to bring the accuſed Monarch to the bar of the Aſſembly. 
That perſecuted Prince had been hitherto kept in a ſtate of ignorance 


with regard to the proceedings of the Convention, and even knew not 
that a ſingle charge had been exhibited againſt him. When diſturbed, 


therefore, on the morning of the eleventh of December, by an unuſual 
beating of drums, and trampling of horſes, in the court-yard of the 
Temple, he began to entertain the moſt ſerious apprehenſions for the ſafety 


of himſelf and his family: —apprehenſions, which were by no means 


diſpelled by the entrance of the Mayor, who declared that he had infor- 
mation to communicate to the King, which required the abſence of his 
family. This dreadful preparation immediately convinced Lewis that his 
death was reſolved on; and the parting looks that were interchanged be- 
tween che wretched Monarch and his unhappy Conſort, who was impreſſed 

with 
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with the ſame idea, may more eaſily be conceived than deſcribed. For- 


tunately, theſe tears were of ſhort duration; the Mayor declaring, that the 


object of his miſſion was to carry his Sovereign to the bar of the 
Convention. EEE 


One hundred thouſand armed men having been previouſly diſtributed 
in different parts of the metropolis, Lewis left the Temple. at noon, 
eſcorted by large bodies of horſe and foot, under the command of Santerre. 
The Mayor, and two members of the Convention, accompanied him in the 
carriage, which was ſurrounded by thirty municipal officers. 


On his arrival at the hall, he was, in conſequence of a previous decree, 


brought to the bar, attended by the Mayor, the Commander in Chief, and 
another officer of the National Guard. His dreſs was plain, his coun- 
tenance ſerene, and his deportment dignified. Having received permiſſion 
to be ſeated, he was thus addreſſed by the Preſident of the Convention: 


„ LEw1s—the people of France accuſe you.—The National Conven- 


e tion has decreed, that you ſhall be tried, and that its members ſhall be 


your judges.—You will now hear the crimes of which you are accuſed ; 
5 and it is your place to anſwer ſuch queſtions as ſhall be put to you.” 


The King made no reply to this addrels ; but, though wholly unprepared 
for ſuch an examination as he was now obliged to undergo, he diſplayed ſo 


much coolneſs, ſpirit, judgment, and preſence of mind, as greatly enhanced 


the opinion of his underſtanding, and effectually defeated the malignant 


intentions of his perſecutors, who hoped that the confuſion generally pro- 


duced by ſurprize, would betray him into contradictions highly prejudical 
to his cauſe. 


IK | He 


* 
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He was firſt accuſed of having interrupted, on the twentieth of June 
1789, the ſitting of the Conſtituent Aſſembly, by ſuſpending the members 
from their functions, and expelling them, by force, from the hall in which 
they met: but this he repelled by obſerving that, at that time, there 
exiſted no /aw which forbade ſuch an exertion of his power. Nor was he 


lels ſucceſsful in repelling the two ſucceeding charges, in which he was 


accuſed of having, on the twenty-eighth of June 1789, ſurrounded the 
Aſſembly with troops; repaired thither to dictate laws to the nation, by 


preſenting two royal declarations ſubverſive of freedom; and by command- 
ing, in an arbitrary manner, the members to diſperſe ;—of having ordered 
the regiment of Flanders to march to Verſailles, with ſeveral other regiments, 
by which means the lives of many citizens were loſt ; and of having neglected 
to withdraw ſuch troops until the Baſtille had been demoliſhed, and a gene- 
ral inſurrection taken place. In anſwer to theſe charges, Lewis obſerved, 
that he only exerciſed the rights with which he was then inveſted ; aſſert- | 
ing his privilege of diretting the troops to march wherever he might 
deem their preſence neceſlary ; but diſclaiming all wiſh or intention of 
promoting an effuſion of blood. 


By the fourth charge he was acculed of perſevering in plans hoſtile to the 
National Liberty; of delaying to ſanction the Righits of Man, and the de- 
crees for the abolition of perſonal ſervitude, feudal rights, and tythes. That, 

5 in theſe particulars, he had been guided by prudence and juſtice, was the 
proper anſwer given by Lewis to this frivolous accuſation. To the fifth, 
which declared that, at the feſtival at Verſailles, he had excited his guards, | 
« while the orgies were celebrated in his ſight,” to inſult the nation by 
allowing the national cockade to be trampled upon, and by wearing him- 
ſelf the white cockade, he replied, it was falſe and unfounded, 
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When told, that, at the federation of the fourteenth of July 1790, he 
had taken an oath, which he afterwards violated, by endeavouring to cor- 
rupt the public mind, through the agency of TaLon in Paris, and of 
MiRABEAU (who was to publiſh a memorial againſt the Revolution) in 
the Provinces, he obſerved, that it was impoſſible for him to recollect, 
with accuracy, what paſſed at that diſtance of time; but whatever it was, he 
ſaid, it paſſed previous to the acceptance of the Conſtitution. 


The next charge, which accuſed him of farther corrupting the public, by 
the diſtribution of large ſums of money among the populace, as he rode 
through the ſuburb of St. Anthony, for the inſidious end of gaining po- 
pularity, and enſlaving the people, made a deep impreſſion on the unfor- 
tunate Prince; for the firſt and only time he appeared ſtrongly affected 
his feelings were deeply wounded—the tear of ſenſibility ſtole down his 
cheek—but he wiped it away; and, recovering his former compoſure, gave 
this memorable anſwer :—To give affiſtance lo thoſe who appeared to be in 

want, ever afforded me the moſt heart-felt ſatigfaction. The relief of diſtreſs 
was the only object I had in view. 


To the charge, that he had meditated an eſcape, by propoſing to go, 
on the twenty-eighth of July 1790, from Verſailles to St. Cloud, the King 
juſtly replied, that it bore an abſurdity on the very face of it. He was 
then told, that a plan of a counter-revolution had been preſented to him 
ih the month of February 1791, when he aſſembled a number of nobility 
to favour his eſcape; and that while he amuſed the repreſentatives of the 
people by his declaration to foreign powers, he was meditating that flight, 
which he afterwards effected on the twenty-firſt of June following, and in 


which Bouille was ordered, by him, to aſſiſt with an armed force. After 
diſclaiming all recollection of the memorial alluded to, Lewis referred the 
Aſſembly, on the ſubje& of his journey to Varennes, to the anſwers which 
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he, at that time, made to the commiſſioners appointed by the Conſtituent 
Aſſembly, and which we have given at large in a former part of this 
Narrative. 


He was accuſed of having conſpired with La Fayette and Mirabeau, for 
the purpoſe of overturning the conſtitution, in conſequence of which the 
lives of ſeveral citizens had been loſt, on the ſeventeenth of July, in the 
Champ de Mars : but the King diſclaimed all knowledge of ſuch conſpi- 
racy ; and remarked, that the events of the ſeventeenth of July could not 
poſſibly affect him. With equal deciſion he denied having paid large ſums 
for the printing and diſtribution of libels, pamphlets, and journals, written 
with a view to pervert the public opinion, to diſcredit the aſſignats, and 
ſupport the cauſe of the emigrants. 


« You affected, ſaid his accuſers, © to accept the conſtitution in Sep- 
tember 1791. The ſpeech you then delivered indicated your intention 
* to maintain it ; yet you laboured to effett its ſubverſion before the period 
* of its completion.'—* You do not ſpecify,” replied the Royal Captive, 
in what manner I attempted to ſubvert the conſtitution I had accepted 
« cannot anſwer a nullity.“ 


The next charge contained an aſſertion, that though a Convention had 
taken place at Pilnitz, on the twenty-fourth of July, between LzoroLD 
of AusTRIA and FREDERICK-WILLIAM of BRANDENBURGH, for the 
expreſs purpoſe of re-eſtabliſhing the throne of abſolute monarchy in 
France, Lewis had not revealed it to the National Aſſembly until it had 
become public throughout Europe. But the King declared, that he had 
communicated that event to the legiſlative body the inſtant he was ap- 
prized of it; though all affairs, he obſerved, reſpecting the Conſtitution, 


more immediately concerned his miniſters. 
In 
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In anſwer to the accuſation of having favoured the inſurrection of the 
inhabitants of Artes, by ſending commiſſioners to encourage the inſur- 
gents, he appealed to the inſtructions of thoſe commiſſioners (none of 
whom he knew at the time they were propoſed to him by the mi- 


niſters) which would ſufficiently evince the nature of the orders they had 
received from him. 


He was next accuſed of having delayed to execute the decree paſſed by 
the Aſſembly, for the annexation of Avignon and the Comtat Venaiſin to 
France, upwards of a month, during which interval that country had been 
deſolated by a civil war; but Lewis obſerved, that this charge could only 
affect the perſons who were ſent thither, and thoſe who ſent them. To 
ſome other vague accuſations, of having neglected to enforce meaſures of 

adequate vigour againſt inſurgents in various parts of the kingdom, he 
replied, that he had only given ſuch orders as were propoſed to him by 
his miniſters ; but that it was impoſſible, with regard to the different or- 
ders given to the troops on ſuch occaſion, to make a proper reply without 
having the neceſſary papers before him. 


One charge is peculiarly worthy of notice, as it diſplays, in a ſtriking 
point of view, the unſkilfulneſs and profligacy of his accuſers :—* You 
„gave the command of the South,” ſaid they, © to WICENSTEIx, who 
* wrote to you, on the twenty-firſt of April, in theſe terms :—In a ſhort 
time I will rally round your Majeſty's throne millions of Frenchmen, 
% again become worthy of the wiſhes which you form for their happi- 
* neſs.”——* This letter,” ſaid the King, even by your own mode of 
« ſtating the charge, is poſterior to his recal—but I remember no ſuch 
letter, and WICENSTEIN has not been employed ſince his recal. 
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Another letter was then read, ſigned with the names of his two brothers, 
in order to prove that he maintained a correſpondence with the emigrants, 
and ſanctioned with his approbation their hoſtile proceedings. But, ad- 
mitting the authenticity of the letter, which ſtill remains to be proved, no 
ſuch inference could poſſibly be drawn from it by any unprejudiced per- 
ſon. The King himſelf diſclaimed, in the moſt poſitive manner, all know- 
ledge whatever of this letter; and declared that he had, in compliance with 
the injunctions of the Conſtitution, diſavowed all the proceedings of his 
brothers, the moment he was made acquainted with them. 


Again, when charged with having neglected to raiſe the army to the 


_ uſual war-eſtabhiſhment, and of having oppoſed the levying of twenty 


thouſand troops, as decreed by the legiſlative body, he peremptorily de- 


nied the fact, maintaining that he had not only given poſitive orders to the 


miniſters to augment the army to the war-eſtabhſhment, but had com- 


manded them to lay a liſt of it before the Aſſembly. 


* You gave orders,” ſaid his accuſers, to the commanders of the 
troops to diſorganize the armies, to excite whole regiments to deſert, 
and to paſs the Rhine, in order that they might join your brothers, and 
LEoroLD of AUSTRIA. This fact is proved by a letter from Tou- 


« lengeon.” —* There is not,” replied Lewis, © one word of truth in this 
* accuſation.” : 


He was then accuſed with having inſtructed his brothers, and other 
agents, to ſtrengthen the peace between Turkey and Auſtria, that the lat- 
ter, by withdrawing her troops from the Turkiſh frontier, might be enabled 
to direct a greater force againſt France; which circumſtance was ſaid to 
be proved by a letter from M. Cholskur Govurrits, ambaſſador at 


Conſtantinople. 
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Conſtantinople. But he averred, that M. Gouffier had not ſpoken the 
truth, and that no ſuch meaſure ever exiſted. 


To the charge of having neglected to inform the legiſlative body of 
the hoſtile intentions of Pruſſia, until the tenth of July 1792, when fifty 
thouſand of her troops were marching againſt France, he replied, that he 
had no knowledge of the fact before that period; and that the miniſters 
were entruſted with all the diplomatic correſpondence. When accuſed of 
placing DABANcOURT, the nephew of CALONNE, at the head of the 
war department, and of ordering the frontier towns of Longwy and Verdun 
to be diſmantled, by which means the enemy obtained poſſeſſion of them, 
he declared, that he knew not that DaBancourT was related to Ca- 
' LONNE that it was not he who left thoſe places in a defenceleſs ſtate ; 


and that if their ſituation had been really ſuch as it was now repreſented 
to have been, he was wholly ignorant of the fact. 


When charged with deſtroying the navy, by ſuffering BexTRAnD (the 
marine miniſter) to give ſo many paſſports, as not to leave a ſufficient 
number of officers for the performance of port-duty, and by refuſing to 
diſmiſs that miniſter when his culpable conduct was repreſented to him by 
the legiſlative | body, he replied, that he had endeavoured, by all poſſible 


means, to retain the officers in the ſervice ; and that as the Aſſembly had 


exhibited no ſpecific charge, of a criminal nature, againſt BexTRAND, he 


did not think it juſt to diſmiſs him. 


* You ſent agents to the colonies to effect a counter-revolution there, at 
the ſame time that it was to have taken place at home.” —* If any per- 
ſons,” ſaid Lewis, © aſſerted that they were my agents in the colonies, 
* they did not ſþeak the truth. I had no concern whatever in the circum- 
ſtances you now tate.” —* The interior parts of the country,” purſued 

| his 
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80 
his accuſers, © were convulſed by fanatic you declared yourſelf their 
protector, by maniſeſting an evident intention of recovering, by their 
means, your former power. — This charge,” replied the King, deſerves 
no anſwer.—lT had neither intention nor knowledge of any ſuch deſign.” 


The legiſlative body paſſed a decree againſt refractory prieſts; but 
you, by your VErTo, ſuſpended the execution of it.“ The Conſtitution 
* inveſted me with free and full powers to reject or ſanction decrees,” was 
the appoſite reply made to this and the ſucceeding charge, in which he was 
told, that the fermentation having increaſed, and the miniſter declared 
that he knew of no exiſting laws by which the guilty could be puniſhed, 
the legiſlative body paſſed a new decree, the execution of which he had 
likewiſe ſuſpended. 


He was accuſed of having continued the pay of his guards, after they 
had been diſbanded for their inciviſin and of having written them a let- 
ter of thanks : but he obſerved, that he had only meant to continue their 
pay until they ſhould have formed a new eſtabliſhment, in compliance with 
the requiſition contained in the decree of the Aſſembly ; and that the let- 
ter of thanks was but a juſt tribute of gratitude for their paſt ſervices. 


The accuſation, of having retained the Swiſs Guards about his perſon, 
in exprels contradiction to the Conſtitution, was ſucceſsfully repelled by an 
affirmation, that he had fulfilled every decree which had paſſed on that 
ſubject. In anſwer to the charge of having authorized GILLES and 
D'ANGREMONT ſecretly to maintain private companies in Paris, for the 
purpoſe of exciting commotions favourable to his project of a counter- 
revolution, he profeſſed his total ignorance of any ſuch ſchemes ; and 
averred, in the moſt deciſive manner, that the idea of a counter- revolution 


never entered his head. 
| * You 
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* You endeavoured, by the offer of conſiderable ſums, to bribe ſeveral 
* members of the Conſtituent and Legiſlative Aſſemblies, who preſented 
„you with plans for a Counter-revolution.”—* Many perſons,” ſaid the 
Monarch, © preſented me with ſuch plans, but I uniformly rejected them 
all. — Who were the perſons that preſented ſuch plans?» The 
* plans themſelves were ſo abſurd and vague, that I do not, at this time, 
te recolleR the authors of them. To whom did you promiſe or give 
* money for ſuch plans?” To no one.” 


When accuſed of degrading the national character, by neglecting to 
demand reparation for inſults offered to French patriots in ſeveral of the 
European courts, particularly in Germany, Italy, and Spain, he told his 
accuſers that the Diplomatic Correſpondence would prove the reverſe of 
what they aſſerted to be the fatt. Frivolous and abſurd as many of theſe 
charges muſt indiſputably be conſidered, it could ſcarcely be conceived that 
the perſons who preferred them would venture to impute, as a crime, to 
the King, his review of the Swiſs Guards at the palace on the morning of 
the tenth of Auguſt ; yet this event really conſtitutes one of the principal 


accuſations againſt the perſecuted Lewis; ho obſerved, on the occaſion, 


to the Aſſembly, that on that day he reviewed all the troops ſtationed at 
the palace; that the Mayor, the MunicieaLity, and all the Con- 
$TITUENT AUTHORITIES: were with him; that he had even requeſted a 
deputation might be ſent him from the National Aſſembly, that he might 
concert with them the proper meaſures to be purſued at that critical pe- 
riod; and that he afterwards repaired to the Aſſembly with his family. 
Interrogated as to the motive which had ſuperinduced the aſſembly of ſo 
large a body of troops at the palace, he replied, that all the Conſtituent 
Authorities knew that the palace was threatened ; and that, as he was one 
of thoſe authorities, he had a right to defend himſelf. 


* | DS The 
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The next queſtion is truly worthy of an Old Bailey ſolicitor— Why 

did you cauſe the blood of the French to be ſpilled ? Here a falſe fact 
is aſſumed, with a view to betray the priſoner into an indirect kind of con- 
feſſion, fatal to himſelf ; but the King, unprepared and unaſſiſted as he 
was, perceived the pitiful ſubterfuge, and, with manly dignity, replied, 
% SIR, IT WAS NOT MY ACT.” The contraſt, between the queſtion and 
the anſwer, is too ſtriking to need an obſervation. —The next queſtion is of 
a ſimilar nature. Why did you authorize SEPTEUIIL to monopolize 
e ſugar, grain, and other articles, at Hamburgh ?”—* I have no knowledge 
« of any ſuch circumſtance.” When aſked, what had induced him to re- 
fuſe his aſſent to a decree, ordering a camp of twenty thouſand men to 
be formed round Paris? he obſerved, that the Conſtitution gave him full 

powers either to ſanction decrees or not, as to him ſhould ſeem expedient; 
and that, even at that time, he ordered a camp to be formed at Soiſſons. 


The Preſident of the Aſſembly having declared, that he had no farther 
queſtions to propoſe, and called upon the King to ſay, whether he wiſhed 
to add any thing to his defence? Lewis requeſted to ſee the papers on 
which the accuſations preferred againſt him were founded, and to be al- 
lowed the right of nominating COUNSEL to conduct his cauſe. The papers 
being ſhown to him, he poſitively diſclaimed all knowledge of the greater 
part of them. When queſtioned on the ſubje&t of a letter to La FA VETTE, 
in which that General was requeſted to act with Mirabeau, for ſome pur- 
poſe not explained in the letter, his Majeſty ſaid, © This appears to be 
* my hand- writing; but the project alluded to was certainly not that of a 
* counter-revolution ; and, at all events, there can be no criminality in a 
letter that was never ſent.” 


The King was now conducted into another apartment, when it was im- 
mediately determined that he ſhould be taken back to the Temple. It was 


alſo 
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+ alſo decreed, after a violent debate, that Lewis Capet, in conformity to 


* law, had a right to chuſe counſel.” Thus the Aſſembly were forced, as 
it were, to acknowledge that, in their conduct to their unfortunate Monarch, 


they ought to take the law for their guide; though almoſt every part of 
this ſcandalous proſecution was marked by a flagrant violation of laws _ 


the moſt poſitive and unequivocal; of laws diſtinguiſhed by the epithet 
conſtitutional; and, as ſuch, repeatedly declared ſacred and irrevocable. 


The counſel choſen by Lewis, were Target and Tronchet, men of the 
firſt talents and reputation in their profeſſion ; but the former, to the aſto- 
niſhment of all who had known him in better times, refuſed to accept the 
honour conferred on him by his Sovereign. The plea of infirmity, which 
he urged in juſtification of his refuſal, might, perhaps, have been conſi- 


dered as unexceptionable—though, in ſuch a cauſe, the loſs of health 


would, by many, have been deemed an inſignificant ſacrifice had it not 


been accompanied by a declaration, that his Republican principles would 


not allow him to undertake the defence of a Monarch. Target had for- 
gotten the oath he had repeatedly taken to maintain the monarchical Con- 
ſtitution of 1789, and the efforts he had formerly exerted for the eſta- 
bliſhment of a limited Monarchy / 


When the Aſſembly were apprized of this refuſal, Offelin, a deputy, 
propoſed, that the Conventzon ſhould name counſel for the King, whom 
he muſt either accept, or find others, within four-and-twenty hours. And, 
to the natural queſtion, How could it be ſuppoſed that the King could 
place confidence in the counſel /o nominated ? it was replied by Tallien, 
« Let him do as well as he can; it is his buſineſs to find counſel who will 
accept; it is ours to avenge the National Majeſty !” 


Meanwhile, the council of the Commune of Paris communicated to 


the Convention a decree, which they had paſſed, with regard to the 
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meaſures, in their opinion, neceſſary to be adopted under the preſent cir- 


cumſtances. By this decree, the King was to be deprived of all commu- 


nication with his family, and to have no intercourſe with any perſon, ex- 


cept his valet-de-chambre, who was to be locked up with him. His 
counſel were to be ſtrictly examined—fourllees juſqu' aux endroits les 
plus ſacres. After having thrown off the clothes in which they entered, 
they were to be dreſſed in others, provided for them in the Temple, and 
under the inſpettion of the commiſſioners who attended the King, and were 


not to be allowed to leave the Temple till after ſentence was pronounced. 


This decree, however, was too abominable, even for the Convention to 
hear with patience. The ruffian Robeſpierre was the only member who 
had the audacity to ſupport it, which he did with no leſs warmth than 
conſiſtency, declaring it to be too mild for the occaſion. But though he 


was ſtrenuouſly ſeconded by the mob in the galleries, to whom he had 


made a ſucceſsful appeal, the decree was finally annulled. 


Tronchet, though he had retired at once from practice, and the capital, 


ſcorned to follow the example of Target; and, in a letter, addreſſed to the 


Miniſter of Juſtice, in which he ſhewed that he was not unconſcious of 
the danger to which he ſhould expoſe himſelf, though he conſidered the 
call on his humanity as irreſiſtible, accepted the office to which his 


Sovereign had invited him. Monſieur de Lamoignon Maleſherbes, who 
had formerly been miniſter to Lewis, though far advanced in years, vo- 


luntarily ſtepped forward on this occaſion, and offered his ſervices to his 
old maſter in the hour of adverſity. 


The inſtruments of faction were now buſily at work, in compoſing pam- 
phlets and hand-bills, for the diabolical purpoſe of inflaming the populace, 
while men were hired to mix with the groupes in the Palais Royal, and 


on the Terrace of the Feuillans, to harangue on the neceſſity of con- 


demning 


NOT 
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demning the King, without farther form of proceſs ; and ſome of theſe 
miſcreants did not ſeruple to aſſert, that if the Convention did not, the 


people would take that buſineſs on themſelves, and afterwards execute 
the ſame juſtice on all the Deputies who ſhould vote for ſaving him. 


Only the ſhort ſpace of twelve days, reckoning from the time on which 
his counſel had acceſs to him, was allowed to the King for preparing his 
defence; though more than three months had been paſſed in collecting and 
digeſting the evidence to be adduced againſt him. As the taſk was ſo 
laborious, and the time ſo ſhort, it was found neceſſary to provide a third 
counſel; and M. de Seze was accordingly appointed an auxiliary to 
Maleſherbes and Tronchet. 


During this interval, Lewis, though reduced to a fituation, which, from 
the circumſtances attending it, was peculiarly calculated to operate moſt 
forcibly on all the paſſions of the human mind, diſplayed a degree of for- 
titude and reſignation, that beſpoke the Chriſtian hero; while the conduct 
of the Aſſembly exhibited the blackeſt features of inhumanity, ferocioul- 
neſs, and injuſtice. The offer of M. Louis de Narbonne, who, having 


holden the poſt of Secretary at War, when hoſtilities commenced between 


France and the Empire, was peculiarly qualified for the office, to appear 
as one of the defenders of his Sovereign, was treated with ſilent contempt 
by the Aſſembly ; who rejected, with ſimilar diſdain, his generous propoſal 
to quit his retreat in England, and repair to Paris, to take upon him the 


reſponſibility attached to the ſituation he had formerly enjoyed. Senſible 
that, either as an evidence, or an advocate, he muſt have greatly contri- 
buted to render the innocence of his Sovereign apparent to the world, this 
horde of aſſaſſins paſſed to the order of the day, without even allowing the 
cogent reaſons, with which M. de Narbonne had ſupported his application, 
to be read! 


M. de 
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M. de Lally Tolendal, and M. de Cazales, who had ever been diſtin- 
guiſhed for their ardent zeal in the cauſe of monarchy, and for their loyal 
attachment to the King, made ſimilar applications to the Aſſembly, who, 
having no arguments to advance in oppoſition to their requeſts, and dread- 
ing the effects of their ſuperior talents, had again recourſe to the pitiful, 


and, in this inſtance, unjuſt ſubterfuge, of paſſing to the order of the day. 


Inhuman and unprincipled as ſuch conduct muſt be conſidered by all 
unprejudiced minds, it was ftill exceeded, in iniquity, by another act of 


the Aſſembly, who prevented papers, eſſential to the defence of the King, 


from reaching him, or thoſe who had undertaken his defence. Some 
papers of this deſcription were tranſmitted from England, by M. Bertrand 
de Moleville, who had been miniſter of the Marine. Inſtead of being de- 


livered to the counſel of Lewis, they were referred to a committee of the 


Convention ; and, when applied for by Maleſherbes, the Convention modeſtly 
paſſed to the order of the day; though there exiſted a poſitive decree of 


the Conſtituent Aſſembly, which declared, that accuſed perſons ſhould 


freely receive all papers or memorials for their defence within the ſpace of 
twenty-four hours ! ! N 


On the day preceding that which was fixed for hearing the defence of 
the King, the council of the Municipality met, to decide on the manner 


in which he ſhould be conducted to the Convention; when the Procureur 


Syndic, Chaumet, obſerved, that as the King could be conſidered in no 


other light than a condemned criminal ſoon to be executed, it would be 


derogatory to the honour of the Magiſtrates of the People to accompany 
him ; and that he ought, therefore, to be attended by the military only. 
This man ſeems to have poſſeſſed all the dignified fimplicity and virtuous 
candour of a Republican; for nothing is more certain than this—that 
where accuſers become judges, convittion muſt precede trial ; his pro- 
polition, 
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poſition, however, was rejected by a very ſmall majority, and he himſelf, with 


the Mayor and thirty Municipal Officers, was appointed to eſcort Lewis 
to the Convention. | 


As the Deputies repaired to the hall, on the morning of the twenty-fixth 


of December, all ſuch as were ſuſpected of favouring the King, were inſulted 
by the mob, who filled the avenues of the Aſſembly. Though a decree 
had paſſed the preceding evening to clear the galleries, and to admit no 


one until a certain hour, yet, when the members aſſembled at eight o'clock, 


they found the galleries filled by perſons, who, in violation of the decree, 
had been ſuffered to remain there all night; and this violation was ſanc- 
tioned by the Convention, which, on a motion for enforcing its own de- 
cree, paſſed to the order of the day. 


The King left his priſon a little before nine, in the mayor's coach, ac- 
companied by Berruyer, commander in chief of the military in the de- 
partment of Paris, and by all the field officers then in the capital, who 
were not otherwiſe on duty. When he arrived, with his counſel, at the 
bar of the Aſſembly, the Preſident ſaid, © Lewis, the Convention has de- 


* creed, that you ſhall be finally. heard this day.“ The King replied, 


« Monfieur de Seze, one of my counſel, will read my defence.” 


After premiſing that he and his colleagues were in poſſeſſion of ample 


materials for confuting the bulk of the charges exhibited againſt the King, 


but that the ſhort period allowed them had rendered it impoſſible to avail 
themſelves thereof, to the extent they might otherwiſe have done, he en- 
tered at large on the ſubject, and delivered a defence ſo accurate and ſa- 
tisfactory, as to have proved that the moſt unremitting labour and aſſiduity 
had been employed in compoſing it. The malice and falſehood of the 


leading accuſations were clearly demonſtrated; and not only the innocence, 
= but 
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but the meritorious conduct, of Lewis, was diſplayed in the ſtrongeſt point 
of view. | | 


As ſoon as the defence was finiſhed, the King aroſe, and read, from a 
paper which he held in his hands, the following words :— Citizens, you 
have heard my defence; I now ſpeak to you, perhaps, for the laſt time, 
* and declare that my counſel have advanced nothing but the truth—my 
* conſcience reproaches me with nothing. I have never been afraid of 
* ſubmitting my conduct to public inveſtigation ; but my heart was 
* wounded at finding, in the act of accuſation, the imputation of having 
* occaſioned the blood of the people to be ſhed, and particularly at ob- 
* ſerving the diſaſters of the tenth of Auguſt aſcribed to me. I hoped that 
the repeated proofs I had given, in the courſe of my lite, of a contrary 
« diſpoſition, would have ſecured me againſt any ſuch imputation, which 
* I now ſolemnly declare is entirely * 


on his return to * Temple, amidſt ha * and inſults of a ſeditious 
rabble, Chaumet had the brutal inſolence to wear his hat in the carriage, 
which the King remarked by ſaying, Vou had forgotten your hat the 
laſt time you attended me, but you have been more careful of your 
« health on this occaſion.” Obſerving Chaumet bowing to and faluting 
with familiarity ſome perſons in the ſtreets, Lewis ſaid, © I ſuppoſe theſe 
« are citizens of your ſection.—“ No,”—anſwered the Procureur, © they 


do not belong to my ſection; but they were members of the General 
“ Council of the 10th of Auguſt, whom I always ſee with pleaſure.” — The 
ſouls of thoſe aſſaſſins were doubtleſs congenial with his own. 


The ſcene exhibited by the Aſſembly, after the King's 8 was 
— of a piece with the other parts of this dilgraceful tranſaction. 


Thoſe members who wiſhed for time to appreciate the defence of the 
accuſed, 
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accuſed, experienced the groſſeſt inſults, not only from many of their 
brother deputies, but from the audacious rabble in the galleries. Le 
Gendre, who had imbibed his judicial and legiſlative knowledge in a 
ſlaughter-houſe, and was, conſequently, inured to ſcenes of ſlaughter, in- 
ſiſted, with many others, that judgment ſhould be immediately pronounced; 
Kerſaint aſked him, Whether he meant to act as a judge, or a butcher ?" 
Raffron, of the department of Paris, maintained, that ſentence ſhould be 
inſtantaneouſly paſſed on the King, © of whoſe guilt no calm and candid 
“ man could have any doubt.” The people in the galleries highly ap- 
plauded this declaration, and were equally loud in their expreſſions of 
horror at the propoſal to adjourn, which excited a complete riot in this 
court of juſtice. Duhem, ruſhing into the middle of the hall, followed by 
a number of the members of the Mountain, exclaimed—“ The death of 
* the tyrant!” and appealed to the galleries, which of courſe honoured 
him with their approbation. Well might Dr. Moore ſay, ſpeaking of ſome 
of the members, © They appear to be urged on by brutal and furious 
« inſtinct to the death of the King, like blood-hounds, who never quit the 
e ſcent till they have drunk the blood of their prey.” It was at length, 
however, decreed, that every member had a right to pronounce his opi- 
nion on the whole cauſe from the tribune, before the day for the nomi- 
nal appeal was fixed.. But, ſo eager were the Jacobin party to complete 
the murder of their Sovereign, that they afterwards procured a repeal of 
this decree ; and, inſtead of hearing every member from the tribune, it 
was reſolved, that their opinions ſhould be printed, and left on the table, 
to be read by thoſe who choſe it. „ 


On the fourteenth of January, it was determined, that the following 


queſtions ſhould be put to all the members, and decided by the nominal 
appeal: a me, 


M eg I. Is 
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I. Is Lewis Capet, late King of France, guilty of a conſpiracy againſt 
liberty, and of attempts againſt the general ſafety of the ſtate ?—Yes, 
or No. 

II. Shall the judgment, to be pronounced on Lewis, be ſubmitted to 
the ratification of the people in the Primary Aſſemblies ?—Yes, or "wy o. 

III. What puniſhment has he incurred ? 


On the following day they proceeded to the nominal appeal ; when, on 
the firſt queſtion, the Aſſembly voted almoſt unanimouſly in the affirma- 
tive. Many of the members, however, had the honeſty to declare, that 
they gave this opinion as citizens and legiſlators, but not as judges ; be- 
cauſe they neither thought themſelves qualified for that office, nor autho- 
rized by their conſtituents to aſſume it. 


On the ſecond queſtion, there appeared to be a conſiderable difference 
of opinion ; though ſuch as ventured to differ from the Jacobins ſeem to 
have been expoſed to great danger. Some of the members declared they 
were ſenſible of this; but being convinced that their conſtituents had 
elected them as legiſlators, and not as judges, and as it was repugnant to 
their conſciences to unite the characters of jury and accuſers, they would 
run every riſk rather than do it. One member ſaid, © As I give my vote 
*& for referring this matter to the Primary Aſſemblies of the people, I ex- 
e pect the worſt; and I glory in being of the number of thoſe who brave 
* the danger.” Another obſerved, © That in pronouncing the ſame vote, 
« he devoted himſelf to the daggers of aſſaſſins.” But the ſcandalous 
manner in which the whole buſineſs was conducted, may be eaſily collected 
from the following ſpeech of Manuel :—© I ſee here a Legiſlative Aſſem- 
% bly, but not an aſſembly of judges; for judges do not murmur at the 


* opinions of their brethren, though different from their own :—they do 
not 
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not openly abuſe and calumniate each other; they are cold as the law, 
of which they are the organs. If the Convention had been a tribunal 
of law, a near relation of the King, who has not been reſtrained either 
by a ſenſe of ſhame, or by his conſcience, would not have been per- 
mitted to vote upon this occaſion.” 


On caſting up the votes, there appeared for the reference, 283; againſt 


it, 424; 10 refuſed to vote. The votes upon the laſt queſtion were not 
taken till the evening of the ſixteenth, the morning having been paſſed 
in a debate, on a ſubject which none but the devil himſelf could have 


ſuggeſted, at ſuch a period, and none but his moſt ſtrenuous adherents 
could have diſcuſſed. The faction that was moſt intent on murdering their 


King had ſome doubts, from the diſpoſition of the members on the pre- 
ceding days, whether ſuch a majority, as the penal code required, viz. two- 
thirds, for the condemnation of an accuſed perſon, could be obtained; they 
therefore brought forward a queſtion, the object of which was to 
remove this impediment ; and as in almoſt every inſtance, during the 
proceſs, they had violated the law, they now made no ſcruple to decide, 


in direct contradiction to an exiſting ſtatute, that a majority of one ſhould 
ſuffice. 


This iniquitous meaſure produced the deſired effect; and the deciſion 
of a ſmall majority deſtined the unhappy Lewis to the ſcaffold. Upwards 
of three hundred voted for impriſonment until the end of the war, and 
then baniſhment. Had all who voted for death, with the reſtriction that 
the ſentence ſhould not be executed till the peace, or till the final comple- 
tion of the conſtitution, been ſubſtracted from the majority, it would have 
been diminiſhed to leſs than ten votes. ET Of 
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The monſter Egalite, when called upon for his vote, ſpoke as follows : 
« Solely intent on diſcharging my duty, convinced that all who have con- 
4 ſpired, or ſhall hereafter conſpire, againſt the ſovereignty of the people, 
“ deſerve death, I vote for death.” The whole cavern of Anthropophagr, 


to uſe an expreſſion of Count Lally Tollendal, reſounded with exclama- 


tions of horror—and © Ah! the villain!” was repeated in different parts of 
the hall. 


After the ſentence was pronounced, the three advocates of Lewis ap- 


peared at the bar, when Deſeze read the following letter, ſigned by 
the King: | 


* I owe to my honour, I owe to my family, not to acknowledge 
the juſtice of a ſentence that declares me guilty of a crime with which 
I cannot reproach myſelf. I therefore appeal to the nation at large, 
from the ſentence of its repreſentatives ; and I impower my counſel, 
by theſe preſents, and expreſsly charge them, on their fidelity, to make 


this appeal known to the National Aſſembly, and to require its inſertion 
in the minutes of their fittings.” 


Deſeze implored the members to reviſe a decree, ſanctioned by the ap- 


probation of ſo ſmall a majority; and urged, in pathetic terms, the neceſ- 


ſity of ſuch a reviſal, on the grounds of juſtice and humanity. 


Tronchet took a different ground, and boldly proteſted againſt the va- 
lidity of a decree, paſſed in defiance of an exiſting law. 


Maleſherbes obſerved, that he had formerly paid great attention to the 
important queſtion, of what majority was neceſſary to enforce the de- 


ciſions 
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ciſtons of a court in criminal caſes ; but that, being unuſed to ſpeak ex- 
tempore, he begged, in the moſt earneſt and affecting manner, that he 


might be allowed till the next day to arrange the ideas which he wiſhed 


to ſubmit to their conſideration. 


But all the objections, intreaties, and requiſitions of the counſel, though 
ſupported by law, reaſon, and equity, were over-ruled by the Convention ; 
which, on the motion of that ſanguinary miſcreant, Robeſpierre, declared, 


© That there were no grounds for attending to the remonſtrances of the 
„ counſel of Lewis.” 1 


On the nineteenth of January, 1793, the Convention proceeded to the 
fourth nominal appeal, on the queſtion of delaying the execution of the ſen- 


tence, which was terminated at midnight ; when three hundred and ten voted 


for a reſpite of the ſentence, and three hundred and eighty againſt it. 
The Convention then iſſued orders to the Executive Council, to notify 
this their final deciſion to the King on the ſubſequent day, and to ap- 
prize him, that the execution was to take place within twenty-four hours 


of the notification. It was, at the ſame time, decreed, that he ſhould be 
allowed free communication with his family, of which he had lately been 


deprived, and the liberty of having any eccleſiaſtic he pleaſed to attend 


him. | 


On the morning of the twentieth, Garat, preſident of the Executive 
Council, accompanied by the ſecretary, and two of its members, repaired 


to the Temple; when the King heard, with calmneſs and reſignation, the | 


inhuman ſentence that doomed him to the ſcaffold. He delivered a paper. 
to the Preſident, containing the following requeſts :—that he might have 
a reſpite for three days, in order to prepare himſelf tor appearing in the 


preſence 
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preſence of his God; and, for that purpoſe, that he might be freely 
viſited, by a perſon, whoſe name he would mention to the commiſſioners : 
that he might be freed from their inſpection during the interval al- 
lowed him to live :—that he might have free communication with his 


family :—that the National Convention would permit his family to with- 


draw from France, to any other country they ſhould chuſe. He alſo recom- 
mended to the generoſity of the nation, a number of old ſervants, many 
of whom had nothing to live on but the penſions he had allowed them. 


As if reſolved to ſet every principle of humanity at defiance, the Con- 
vention refuſed to grant the ſhort reſpite, tor which the King had applied. 
When Lewis was apprized of their refuſal—* Very well,” ſaid he, © I 


&© muſt ſubmit.” 


Mr. Edgeworth, a catholic prieſt, deſcended from a good family in 


| Ireland, and confeſſor to the Princeſs Elizabeth, a poſt for which he had 


been ſolely indebted to his exemplary conduct, was the perſon fixed on by 


the King to attend him in his laſt moments. 


Forſeeing what would happen, he had, ſome time before, engaged this 
reſpectable clergyman, to perform this ſorrowful act of duty and of 
friendſhip. The letter, written to inform him that the aweful moment 
was, at length, arrived, was delivered by three ſoldiers, who received for 
anſwer, that Mr. Edgeworth would attend them directly to the Temple. 
After he had undergone the ftri& examination of committees, who ſeemed, 
by the nature of their queſtions, to wiſh to deter him from fulfilling 
the duty he had come to diſcharge, he was introduced to his wretched 
Sovereign, whom he approached with ſuch marks of reſpect and ſenſi- 
bility, that the unfortunate Prince, moſt deeply affected, burſt into tears, 


and 
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and was, for ſome moments, incapable of utterance. At length he ſaid, 
“ Excuſe me, Mr. Edgeworth, I have not been accuſtomed of late to the 


© company of ſuch men as you.” 


After paſſing a ſhort time with his confeſſor, the King thought he had 
acquired ſufficient fortitude to ſupport an interview with his family. The 


Queen, the Princeſs Elizabeth, with the Dauphin and the Princeſs Royal, 
were accordingly conducted to his apartment. They continued near three 
hours together. The inadequacy of words to convey any juſt idea of a 
| ſcene, than which none more calculated to affect the ſoul, and touch 
all the tender feelings of our nature, has ever iſſued from the ima- 
gination of a poet, will be eaſily conceived. The King, however, not- 
withſtanding the dreadful conflict within, retained his recollection to the 


laſt. When the hour of ſeparation approached, the Princeſs Elizabeth 
expreſſed their hopes of another interview in the morning, which the 


King allowed her to expect. The Queen, in a ſtate of diſtraftion, gave 


a vent to her juſt indignation, and burſt forth into the moſt violent ex- 
preſſions againſt the aſſaſſins of her huſband. In the bitterneſs of her 
ſoul, ſhe beat her breaſt, and tore her hair; and her [creams were heard, at. 


intervals, all that night of agony and horror. 


When his family left him, the King remained for ſome time with his 


eyes fixed on the ground, without uttering a ſyllable ; at length, ſighing 
deeply, he exclaimed, © That moment was dreadful.” He then aſſumed 


his native fortitude, and diſmiſſing for a while his own fate from his mind, 


entered into familiar converſation with Mr. Edgeworth; talked of the pre- 


ſent ſtate of the Gallican church; enquired, with anxious ſolicitude, after 
many of its worthy paſtors, and expreſſed the livelieſt ſenſibility at the 
generous manner in which the Engliſh intereſted themſelves in his be- 


half; 
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half; and, during this diſcourſe, he betrayed a degree of calmneſs, and a 
preſence of mind, that aſtoniſhed his confeſſor. He then directed his 
attention to his own affairs, and delivered to the pious paſtor, that Will 
which breathes the ſame pure ſpirit of Chriſtianity, that had influenced 


all the actions of his life. At one he was prevailed on to retire to reſt, 
where he remained till five. 


When he roſe, he embraced, with ardour, the propoſition of Mr. 
Edgeworth, to ſay maſs, but expreſſed his doubts as to the poſſibility of 
obtaining the permiſſion of his gaolers. His confeſſor, however, commu- 
nicated his wiſhes to the council, who ſeemed aſtonzſhed at the requeſt ; 
ſtarted ſome difficulties, and uttered the horrid infinuation, that the con- 
ſecrated wafer might be rendered the vehicle of poiſon But Mr. 
Edgeworth ſoon removed all obſtructions, by obſerving, that every thing 
requiſite might be procured with facility. He was ready, as a prieſt, to 
officiate ; the neceſſary ornaments might be had at the neareſt chapel ; and 
as to the hoſt, that the commiſſioners might provide themſelves. They at 
length conſented; telling him to write down all that he wanted, ſince 
they themſelves were wholly ignorant of the buſineſs, 


Every thing being prepared, Mr. Edgeworth, aſſiſted by Clery, the 
King's faithful domeſtic, celebrated maſs, and adminiſtered the ſacrament 
to Lewis; after which, he told his Majeſty, that his family expected to ſee 
him once more. The King, apprehenſive that a ſecond: interview might 
ſubdue his fortitude, and anxious to ſpare them alſo the agony of ſuch a 
ſcene, declined it. 


Soon after eight o'clock, Santerre knocked at the door of a cloſet into 
which the King had retired with his confeſſor, after receiving the ſacra- 


ment; 
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ment ; and informed his Majeſty, that the fatal moment was arrived. The 
King pulled out his watch, and coolly obſerved, that it was true. He 
then entered the outer room, and told Santerre he was ready. In deſcend- 
ing the ſtairs, he requeſted the commiſſioners to recommend ſome perſons, 
whom he named to them, and whoſe ſervices he had no opportunity of 


requiting, to the Commune; after which, he turned to Mr. Edgeworth, to 
bid him adieu; but that worthy eccleſiaſtic ſaid, his attendance was 


not over.— What!” ſaid the Monarch, do you mean to adhere to me 


« ſtill ?“ —* Yes,” replied the confeſſor, to the laſt.” 


With a firm ſtep and dignified mien the King croſſed the court, and 
entered the mayor's carriage, followed by Mr. Edgeworth, a municipal 
officer, and two officers of the National Gendarmerie, who had orders to 
kill him, in caſe any attempt ſhould be made to reſcue him. The road 


from the Temple to the place of execution—the Place de Louis XV.— 


an extent of two miles, was lined with National Guards, four deep. 
During the conveyance, the King recited the prayers for perſons in the 


agonies of death. When the coach ſtopped at the ſcaffold, he ſaid, 


Nous voici donc arrives ;”—and requeſted, that the officers would take 
care that no inſult ſhould be offered to his confeſſor. Alighting from the 


carriage, he pulled off his coat, opened the neck of his ſhirt, aſcended 
the ſcaffold with manly firmneſs ; and, for a few moments, ſurveyed the 
ſurrounding multitude. Then approaching the edge, he made a motion 


with his hand for the crowd, who were very noiſy, to be ſilent. He was 
inſtantaneouſly obeyed; and, raiſing his voice, he ſaid “ On the point of 


entering into the preſence of my God, I now declare, for the laſt time, 


„e that I am innocent of the crimes which have been laid to my charge; 
and it is my wiſh, that the crime, which is now about to be committed, 


yy may not be imputed to the French nation—it is the crime but of a 
N | * few 


* 
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« few individuals ;—but I hope God will forgive them, as I do, Bon the 
bottom of my heart. May France, — here he was interrupted by the 
ruſhan Santerre, who fearful, doubtleſs, that the accents of truth might 
at length make ſome impreſſion on the multitude, ordered the drums 
to ſtrike up, and the executioners to ſeize their victim; calling out to 
the King, at the ſame time, that he had not ae him there to ſpeak, 
but to die. 


One of the executioners, of whom there were three, attempting to tie 
his arms with a cord, the King, for the firſt time, evinced ſymptoms of 
indignation; but the exhortation of his confeſſor, patiently to ſubmit to 
a degradation which had been endured by the Saviour of Mankind, in- 
ſtantaneouſly produced the deſired effect, and rendered him paſſive as a 
lamb. The illuſtrious victim being, at length, extended on the fatal 
inſtrument of death, his confeſſor threw himſelf on his knees, and placing 
his face near the King's, exclaimed —“ Son of St. Louis, aſcend to 
« Heaven!“ — The King's head was inſtantly ſevered from his body by 
the axe of the guillotine, and the face of Mr. Edgeworth was ſprinkled 
with the blood of his Sovereign. The lifeleſs head was expoſed to the 


gazing multitude, and a few mercenary wretches exclaimed—* Vive la 


Nation !—Vive la Republique !”—The body. was thrown into a hole, in 


the burying ground annexed to the church of the Magdalen, and conſumed 


by quick-lime. 


Thus periſhed, by a murder the moſt atrocious—for executions, in vio- 
lation of exiſting laws, are the worſt of murders !—the mildeſt Monarch 
of the Bourbon race! Of the excellence of his character, the following 
atteſtation—reſulting from perſonal. knowledge—of one whoſe veracity is 
unimpeachable, and. whoſe attachment was influenced by no ſenſe of 


obligations 
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obligations received or expected, affords the moſt unequivocal proof: 
“J here proteſt, in the face of his enemies, and truly from my ſoul, that 
* I have never perceived, that I have never diſcovered, by ſurprize, 
* one ſingle ſpontaneous movement, one ſingle thought proceeding from 
« himſelf, and from himſelf without the leaſt extraneous influence, in 
* ſhort, one ſingle ſentiment, iſſuing immediately from his own breaſt, 
* which was not ſtrictly conformable to the laws of morality and honour ; 
% and which did not manifeſt, to attentive obſervers, his anxiety for the 
* advancement of the public welfare, his compaſſion for his people, and 
* his naturally mild and moderate diſpoſition,” 9 


THE END. 
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11. 8. from the bottom, for Montmidy, read Varennes. 
13. 6. dele nor. 
15. 8 for pretext, read proteſt. | : 
2 . from the bottom, for conferring, read confining. 
38. 6. for powers, read power. 
48. . adele of, 3 his. 
51. 2. from the bottom, for maudat, read mandat. . 
52. 4. Idem. 
53. 13. Idem. 

21. Idem. 

23. Idem. 
61. 21. Idem. 
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